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The CHAIRMAN: Was it built by the
Main Roads Board?

Mr. SAMBIS ON: It is under the second
item. I have no desire to make these re-
marks to-night except with the full approval
of yourself, Sir, and the Committee. I would
prefer to make them to-morrow.

The CHAIRMAN: The hon. member -will
have an opportunity later, on the Loan Es-
timates,

Ifr, SAM-\PSO'N:- Since I have introduced
the subject, let me say that the condition of
the Mundaring-road is shocking. That road
has been neglected by Governments over a
long course of years. As it is a road which
leads mostly to Government property, the
local authority gets very little revenue from
it. Representations with regard to the state
of the road have been made from time to
time. There is one interesting matter in
connection with that road. I refer to the
construction by the ex-Minister for Works
(Hon. A. McCallum) of a bridge over the
Helena River.

The Minister for Works: That is a pleal-
sure resort. Surely that Minister would not
construct a bridge to a pleasure resort!

Mr. SAMPSON: The road there is used
largely by people travelling to inspect the
Nfundaring Reservoir and the Weir. The
road running from Mundaring to Mundaring
Weir is in a shocking state and in not nearly
as good condition as the road that encircles
the reservoir. I shall deal further with this
matter to morrow.

Progress ;reported.

House adjourned at 10.22 p.m.

'Legislative sembLp,
Wednesday, 21st Oictober, 1931.
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The SPEAKER took, the Chair at 4.30
p.m., and read prayers.

QUESTION-STATE IMPLEMENT
WORKS.

Order for b~arrows.

Mr. J. B., SMITH asked the Minister for
Works:- 1, Is it a fact that the department
has recently placed an order with the State
Implement Works for several hundred
navvy barrows? 2, Were tenders called for
the supply of these bunrr-ows 3, Is there
any tcheek on the price that may be charged.
by the State Implemenit W orks?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS replied:
1, Yes. 2, No. 3, Yes.

QUESTIONS (2-ORESTS
DEPARTMENT.

Sleepcr-s Supplied.

'Mr. J. H. SMITH asked the Minister for
Fon(Ateo: 1, Is it a fact that the Forests
iDepartment supplies to private companies
.slelCe cut by sustenance workers. 2, In
connection with the supply of these sleepers,
is it a fact that the Government are sbifting
sustenance workers from one district to an-
other? 3, Is it not a fact that there are
timber workers not on sustenance who could
do the work without men having to be trans-
ferred from other districts?

The MINISTER FOR FORESTS re-
plied: 1, Yes, otherwise the men must be
thrown out of employment, as the Govern,
ment have 1,124,000 sleepers on hand for
local government requirements. 2, Yes, to a.
yen' limited extent. 3, It is the policy Of
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the Governmnt to, use men) onl sustenance
for the limited amount of work available.

Inspection Fees.

Mr. J. H. SMITH asked the Minister for
Forests: 1. What is the reason for the in-
crease in inspection tees oil timber from
private property? 2, Is there any difference
between a sleeper cut from Crown leads and
0o10 cut from private property? 3, Is th4
department aware that the obtaining of
sleepers from private property' in the South-
Wecst has been of great benefit to thle set-
tiers? If so, why has the department dif-
ferentiated between sleepers from private
property and those from Crown, lands?

The MINISTER FOR FORESTS re-
plied: 1, Bad cuttin-g and second class tim-
ber, which have led to serious cornplaints
from overseas countries buyiing onr sleepers.
2, Yes, under present condition.,. 3, Ans-
wvered by 1 and 2.

QUESTION-STATE GARDENS
BOARD.

Point Wralter Road Removal.

Mr. SLEEMAN asked the Premier: Ini
view of the fact that hie has had i aforina-
tion supplied himn that no road has been re-
moved from the campers' reserve at Point
Walter, will lie make arrangements to meet
me at Point Walter so that I canl show him
the road in question and produce evidence
of men who worked onl the road during the
removal process.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS (for thd
Premier) replied : My ditties as Premier will
not permnit ale to make this arrangement at
present.

QUESTION-JAVA MARKET.

Hotn. A. MeCALLEM asked the Premier:
1, Is he aware that the "Nieuw Holland"
left 'Melbourne lust Saturday for Java
loaded to capacity with Australian produce
such as, flour, fresh vegetables, boots, tallow,
soap), biscutits, cakes, butter. hiais arid ])aeon?
2, Ili view of the fact that 1% etnantle is ap)-
proximately a fortnight's sail closer to ,Java
than is M1elbourne, and that aill these cinn-
modities are produced in abundance here.
will hie take step's to bring this mnatter unl-

der the notice of mnr commercial men and
urge them to endeavour to secure this trade
for We-jern Australia4

The MINISTER FOR LANDS (for the
Premier) replied: 1, Yes. 2, Yes.

QUESTION-FINANCIAL EMERGENCY
ACT.

Mr. RAPHAEL asked the Minister for
Railways: Replying to a deputation repre-
sentative of the ra ilwat'v anmd tznrama work-
ers in Septembiler last, the 'Minister said he
would recommend to Cabinet that the retro-
spective deduction under the Financial
Emnerg-ency Act should he extended to thqi
end] of Match next. Will lie state what
action, if all;, has becen taken by Cabinet
in this respect?

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS re-
plied: Cabinet decided onl the 6th October to
confirm a previous decision that the collection
of payments runder the Financial Emergency
Act he spread over several pays, including
the last pay in December, but in the case
of the Railway Department December re-
piymvaents might be deferred until the fol-
lowing month in instanices in which the
amounts involved in relation to the amounts
of salaries or wages warranted suchr a course.

BILLS (2)-FIRST READING.

I, Salvation Arnic Western Australia)
Property Trust.

2, Transfer of Land Act Amendmnnt.
Introduced by the Attorney General.

ANNUAL ESTIMATES, 1931-32.

In Corninrlittr of supllply.

Resumed from the previous day; 'Mr.

Richardson in the ('hair.

Department of the Minister for Public
Works. and Labour (Hou. J1. Lindsay):

Vote-Public Wlork. awl Buildings
1£21,655 (partly conaside red).

HON. W. 0A JOHNSON (Uuildford-
Midland) L4.41] : We have to realise that
thre activities of the Public Works Depart-
rnient are very much restricted at present,
mainly awing- to the fact that loan moneys
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are not available. When loan moneys are
plentiful the Works Department is busy
and active, hut when loan mioneys enq
scarce, slackness prevails in the department.
But we have to appreciate that what wvork
is going to-day is practically cnonfined to the
main roads, and so I want to join with those
members who have declared that we can
never pass the Public Works Estimates with-
out somec indication of the Government's
policy in regard to main road construction.
It is possible, of course, that the Minister is
going to give us th~at indication on the Loan
Estimates. Generally' , the custom is for the
Minister to outline the activities of the de-
partment, especially as to the more im-
portant branches from an expenditure point
of view, during the passage of the Revenue
Estimates. In this regard the Minister has
given uts no information whatever. It would
be quite wrong to pass the Revenue Esti-
mates without any information as to what is
to-day the most important activity of the
Public Works Department, unless the Min-
ister can assure the Committee that an op-
portunity will be given for discussion of the
full particulars when the Loan Estimates are
brought down. I do not know that I wish
to say any more at this juncture. The posi-
tion of the Works Department is to he de-
plored. We are all sorry that work should
be so slack and employment so scarce. The
position of the department is reflected in the
unemployment figures. When we had loan
funds, works were progressing throug-hout
the country and employment was propor-
tionately brisk, but to-day it has slackened
off and we have under our gazq
every hour of the day huge numhemq
of men, w'ho have never before ex4
perienced unemployment, walking the
streets with no prospects of securing
work. One deplores that, but we realise that
we have to see to it that the administrative
costs of the restricted department are re-
flected in the Estimates. The M1inister has
said that really the Estimates never convey
the exact position- He has also declared that
the 76 per cent. reduction shown here cannot
he taken as an actual reduction of the expen-
diture in regard to the administrative costs,
that it is purely Et transfer of activities, and
to an extent includes certain deductions in
administration. I impress upon the Minister,
the need for realising that the department
has ceased to function in many respects' and
that the necessities of State demand thal

ofiesof the department be utilised in other)
ways until we return to a sounder peak-
tion. The putting-off of men is to be de-
plored. MVen -whose work in the Works De-
partiment is slack should be utilised iu other

departments so that we may be able to retain
the services of capable men and keep them
busy, at the same time maintain whatever
activity is necessary in the 'Works Depart-
ment. I hope the 'Minister will take us into
his confidence regarding main roads expen-
diture, because that is the chief activity of.
the Works Department.

HON. S. W. M4UNSIE (Hannans)
[4.46] : I wish to speak on the chief activity
of one of the most important branches of
the department, namely, that presided over
by the Director or Engineer-in- Chief, Mr.
Tindale, in regard to works being put in
hand for the relief of unemployed. I am
really surprised to find the Government
adopting such a scheme for the expenditure
of loan money to relieve the unemployed.
During the six years of the Collier regime
the complaint individually and collectively
was that the then Government were interfer-
ing in too many activities that should be lefI
to private enterprise. It was also claimie4
that private enterprise could do the work
better than could the Government. Now thd
Government have adopted a scheme for the
relief of unemployment. I do not know
where the money will conic from. Some will.
conmc from the loan granted through the
Commonwealth Government1 and some, I
take it, will come from the money at presenq
being paid for sustenance. Where that
money will be obtained, I do not know. I
suppose it will be loan funds.

The Minister for Works: No, revenue.
Hon. S. W. MUNSIE: The Common-

wealth Bank is practically carrying that lia-
hility. Members comprising the present
Government criticised us frequently for in-
terfering with private enterprise, but I say
that no firm, company Or private employer
in Australia would attempt to employ men
under the conditions proposed by the Gov-
ernment. I -wish to make some suggestions
that will help the Government in a way that
the present scheme will not help them. When
a private employer engages men, he strives
to get the best value for the money expended.
Does the Minister for Works or the Deputy
Premier think that the Governmexit will gel
value for the money expended under this
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scheme' How i-, the tilimy to be expended?
IF have worked out the figures for my'-elI and
I think they are accurate. A depurtation:
waited on the M1iister and( so far as 1 car
gather, a promise wa, given that no married
Juan would be sent from the city to work inl
the country unless he wans guaranteed at least
a fortnight's continuous work. Whereven
possible he was to be given a month's
continuous work. The single men arel
to be sent to work in the country.,
and will be allowed to earn not more than
25s. 2d. per week. They ill be paid for
two days' work at uls. 10d. a day, plug
Is. 6id. camp allowance. Do the Government
think they will get value from men employed
for two days and then compelled to stand
down and loaf around for four days? It is
not possible to get value from the men. It is
not fair to the menl themselves. Some of the
work is estimated to last 30 months.

The Minister for Works: Thirty weeks.
Hon. S. W. 'MUNSIE: No, 30 months.

What will be the condition of those single
men if they remain the whole 30 months
earning not more than 25s. 2d. a week?

Hon. P. Collier: They will not remain
there because they trill have neither clothes
nor boots.

lon. S. IV. MLUNSJE: Quite so; not
one of them will be able to remain the 30
months because men must have clothes and
boots, and it will not be possible to provide
them out of their earnings.

Mr. Kenneally: They will have to go bush.
lion. S. IV. MlUNSIE: Or, like the nig-

gers, wear only a loin-cloth. Tire Govern-
ment will certainly not get value for the
motley expended. I admit that the married
mn with four or five children will be the
best off under the schetne. Consider a
marred man without children. He and his
wife are permitted to draw 14s. a week sus-
temnne. If the manl undertakes this relief
work, lie will lie able to earn £1 a week,
making a total of 34s. a week. The Gov-
erunment claim that they are paying the basic
wage, hut that a man's earnings must be
limited to £3 a week. In my opinion it is a
deliberate attempt by the Government to
reduce the ha,,ie wage to £3 a week. That is
mny firm conviction. The Government have
tri ed to attain that end in various ways.
They amended the Arbitration Act to reduce
the basic wage and then introduced the finan-
cial emergency legislation empowering the

couirt to make further redactions. With both
th'ose lleasrec in operation, the Government
I ave tnot succeeded iti getting the court to
liitce time basic wage to £3 a wveek. The
counit holds that, despite the financial emer-
gency. the basic wage is still £3 uls. 4d. a
week. The Government have decided to out
ofif the Ius. 4d., making it £3 a week.

The M1inister for Lands: Is it not a ques-
tion of what moey you can get!

Hon. S. IV. MITNSIE: I shall deal with
that presently. The Government are spend-
ing £1,200,000 of loan money, £500,000 o4
which will go to the Agricultural Bank. The
balance is to hea spent on this scheme.

The Mfinister for Works: For the relief
of the unemployed.

Hon. S. W. MtTNSIE: Yes. In my
opinion it wvill afford no0 relief, but will b
ujetriniental to the State and to the men who
work tinder the scheme.

Hon. P. Collier: It will afford relief for
the revenue and the Treasurer.

Hon. S. W. IIUNSIE: It will afford no
relief to the unfortunates who undertake the
work. A mairried man without children will
be permitted to earn 34s. a wveek. He will
be allowed to work until he has earned suffi-
cient, over and above the 34s. that he will
draw, to spend one or more weeks at home.
What chance would such a man have of pro-
riding clothes for himself or his wife or to
pay' rent ? He would have to leave his wife
in Perth.

Time Minister for 'Works: Not necessarily.
Hon. S. W. MUNSIE: The wife could

accompany him if she so desired.
The Mfinister for Lands: Look what they

(lid on the goldfields.
Hon. S. W. MI'NSIE: Scores of married

men will not he in a positiotn to take their I
wives to the country.

Hon. P. Collier: It is a different thing
taking your family to live in a tent for a
few months and going to the goldfiels to
perumaunent employment.

Hon. S. W. '.MNSTE: Yes. Some of the
women will renmain in Perth. What is the
least amount on which, in the opinion of the
Minister, a married manl can live? T am
given to understand that negotiations are
being conducted by, some of the officers
under the scheme to provide a boarding-
house or meals for men engaged on the work.
It is estimated that three good mreals can he
provided for 14s. or 15s. a week. If a man
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took his wife to the country and lived inii
tent, they could not hatch on that amount.

Tile M1inister for Lands: Not on 14s. a
Week ?

Hon. S, W. AWNSTE: No.
The Minister for Lands: They would not

have to buy firewood.
H~on. 8. IV. MUNSLE: Onl some of the

jobst it will be difficult to get firewood.
The Minister for Lands: I daresay the

Government could overcome that difficulty.
Hon. S. IV. M.XUNSIIE'-. Some of the officers

have told tue that there wvill he eonsiderable
dillienilty in getting firewood at Harvey,
where it is rather scarce. However, I u-ant
to ask whether the Government believe that
any, one can live onl less than 14s. a week
I nmaintinl that nobody ccii. If anyone uni-
dlei-takes the task of providing meals for
14s. a week, his only chance'- of making
money will be from the large number for
whoml lie caters. With 14s. gonle out of the
£1, there will he left 6is. How could at manl
ineet his obligations in Perth on 6ls. a wveek?
Immediately lie accepts work under thie
scheme the landlord will expect the rent td,
lie paid. It is only natural that a landlor4l
should expect any inan in work to pay his
rent. These men will be classified as being
in eanployiaciit, and the landlord will natur-
ally expect his rent. How will they be able
to pay rent on 6s. a week? Wheire is the
house that can be secured for Ois. a week?1
Veryv few roomns in Perth are available at
that figure.

Mr[I. Parker: There is one about three
doors from the Trades Hall.

Hon. S. W. 'MUNSIE: The inull's wife
will either hiave to beg for her clothing or
,go Oii with makeshifts. Some of these men
will, no doubt, work for four weeks and
then staind down for four weeks. Married
men01 will work fur a fortnight and will then
return to Perth and stay off for a fort-
nlight.

The 'Minister for Works: Not necessa4rily.
Hon. S. IV. MUNSLE: They can stay onl

the spot if they like. If the Oovernment's
theory is put into practice, men wvill receive
two week's work and then be two weeks off,
or if they receive four weeks they will have
four weeks off. Nuinbers of th~ese unfor-
tunate men have been out of work for as
long as 12 mionths. If they got a job to-
morrow at ordinary lahouring work, to which
many are not accustomed, they couild not be
expeuted to do a fair day's work during the

flrst eight or ten days. It would take them
fuilly eight or tenl days to do justice to the
job or themselves. It is proposed to let a
manl work for four weeks and then to stand
down for four weeks, after which he would
go through the samne business over again.
These men will be absolutely unfit for workq
ait the end of a month of idileness. No em-
ployer would expect to get good results from
min worked uinder such conditions.

The Minister for Works: They would
have El a week more to live on during- the
Lilc thley were Off.

Ron. S. W. MfUNSIE: Yes. A man and
his wvife arce to-day receiving 14s. a week.
[f they are under the protection of the
Court they will not have to pay any rent).
hut they are certainily livitig under very
hard conditions. As soon as a man is
classified ats being in employment, he ceases
to get the same protection, and his landlord
wvants the rent paid. The man with one
ehild will be permitted to earn £2 is. a week.
He will have to work four weeks before he
is4 entitled to go off for three weeks. He
will be long enough off to become unfit to
resume manual labour for several days after
lie goes back to work. The man with two
children will work four weeks to get two
weeks off. The man with three children,
before being entitled to two weeks off, will
have to work for seven weeks. The man
with four children will be entit-led to six
weeks' work before getting one week off.
The same thing a~pplies to a man with five
or miore children. These men work for six
weeks with one week off. In the expendi-
ture of public muoncy the Government should
try to get value for it, in the interests of
the State. They are not getting value under
this -scheme. Anyone who has had exper-
icac of manual labour knows that a inan
who has worked for two days and stood
down for four, then worked for two more
days and stood down for four, cannot give
a fair return for his wages when he is work-
ing. I plead with the Government to con-
sider these tbings. What chance have these
mnen, even those who have four or six
children, of getting on in the future?

The 'Minister for Works: This is relief
work, you know.

Hon. S. W. I\ILNSIE: 1 know that per-
fectly well. The Government haove indicated
that in about six weeks' time they hope to
he able to employ, under this scheme,
10,000 men.
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Mr. Kennealir: Then they will wake up.
Hon. S. IV. MU-NSIE: Suppose at the

end of six weeks they have picked uip 10,0004
men. They will then have 10,000 discon-
tented and unfit men in their employ. It
would be a thous and times better, iii the in-
terests of the State, both for the men and
for the job, if, instead of the (lIovernuient
employing 10,000 men, who will be no good
either to the Government or themselves, they
employed a lesser number and put in the
other £1 Is. 4d.

The "Minister fotr Land-;: If we had it.

Hon. S. W. "MUNSIE: The Government
have the loon money.

The 'Miniter for LandsN: We have not got
it.

Ron. S, W, MUNSIE: The Government
have got it. The Commonwealth have defi-
nitely agreed to lend the money, and have
not placed any, obstacles in the way of its
expenditure, nor have they said it must be
spent over a given lperiod or paid out at a
given rate of wage. At any rate, no 'Min-
ister of the Crown has ever said so.

The Minister for Lands: They have not
fixed the wage, hut they have not given us
the money.

Hon. S. W. MU7NSIE: They have loaned
us the money to carry out certain reproduc-
tive works. They have to be satisfied th.-it
the work the Government submnit is repro-
ductive before they pay over the money. I
amn not saying whether this is reproductive
work or nnt, but I do maintain that no wvorks
the Government carry out under this scheme
can possibly be reproductive. They cannot
get the work done by the men under the pro-
posed conditions. Instead of employing the
men in the way they indicate, it would be
very much better to give them the extra C1
a week. The married men -vill be no better
off than they are now under the scheme, be-
cause the extra money they will draw 'will
be required by their landlords. Immediately
they begin work under this scheme they will
be compelled to pay rent, and that will ab-
sorh the additional money. A family man
will be in exactly the some position at the
end of the term as hie is to-day, that is to
say, he will be begging for food and clothing
for his children. To-day I received two
letters front men in the country beggn me
to do something to secure elothing and boots
for their children. One man) says that while
he has been on sustenance his children have

been clothed in begsn. At rhe end of this
proposed relief scheme they will still be
elothed in bags. This scheme--leaving out
the sing-le nen-will. cost the Government an
average of £2 10s. per week per married man
employed.

The Minister for Works: It is £2 Us. 2d.
Hon. S. W. MUNSIE: I have worked out

the cost to £2 10s. That 'would leave
il Is. 4d. to make up the basic wage. If
the Government can employ 10,000 under
this scheme, they can employ 7,000 under
basit, wage condition,; and work the men
full time. The work would not last as
long, but a man would be earning sufficient
to enable himi to provide something be-
yond a bar-c existence for himself and
family. Under the Government scheme that
is not possible. In years to come, if the cost
of these works is made up I am sure it will
he found it has not come anywhere near the
estimate. The conditions mean that a man
has his hands and muscles trained for the
work hie has to do, and when he is in fit con-
dition at the end of four weeks, he is stood
dowrn and told to conic hack and go through
all the bunsiness of hardening-up over again.

Hon. P. Collier: The cost will he 50 per
cent. over the estimate.

Mr. Kenneally: And the Government are
allowing 3 per cent.

Ron. S. W. MRUNSIE: The Government
should reconsider the whole scheme. I ami
not saying they have not given consideration
to the ummiemiplyed. They have, however,
thought out the idea of -spreading the mtoney'
over as wide an area as possible on the basis
of giving a bare exis9tence to everyone, and
so save time money they are paying out for
sustenance.

The "Minister for Works: That is right.
Hon. S. W. 'MINSIE: To that extent I

agree that the Governmenmt are endeavouring
to do something, but they are doing it in the
wrong way.

Hon. P. Collier: The bare existence policy
is a bad one.

Hion. S. W. ML'NSTE: It is bad in the
inte-rests of the State as well as of the men.
No private individual -would attempt to em-
ploy men on manual work under such con-
ditions, because the cost of the work would
he too grTeat. I appeal to the Government
to give the men an opportunity to do some-
thing for themselves. Their intention, how-
ever, is to save the coss of sustenance. They
can still do that and give the mnen a chance
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tc help themselves. Under the scheme itself
iman has not a possible hope. To earn the

highest pay, £3 per week, a man must have
four or- fire children. And he must go into-
the country to get the pay. It means that
hie must either maintain two homes- one in
the city and one in the country-or take his
wife and children with hin to the job. Why
ixot give the man a chance by employing him
for a few weeks on the basic wage9 That
would be not only in the interests of the uin-
employed but to the great advantage of the
State as a whole. As regards loan moneys
the State is limited, and the Government
constantly complain of the falling revenue.
Under the scheme it is not possible for the
Government to obtain one penny piece more
revenue, whereas if they reduce the number
of men to be employed and give those acts,-
ailly employe] a chance, there will be sonic
additional revenue for the State. Ini mly
opinion 7,000 men could be employed at the
basic wage, and their employment would
mean that in a short time the other 3,000
men would be in private employment. That,
however, is impossible of accomplishment
Linder the Government's scheme. If what is
suggested to the Government were carried
out, the business community would realise
that there were 7,000 men on a job, whereas
tinder the Government's plan there would be
10,000 men partly employed, only to flind
themselves presently out of employment immd
as badly off as ever.

MR. KENNEALLY (East Perth) [.5.19]:
1 hope the Minister will take note of the re-
marks of the member for Hannians (Hon.
S. W1. 'Munsie). Some other aspects also
require the Minister's attention. At the in-
terview members of this party had with the
Minister for Works and the Minister in
charge of Unemployment Relief, the former
remarked that he desired to observe award
conditions applying to the work. Appar-
ently, however, there are instances in which
lie does not propose to do so, according to
informiation given. There is no reference to
holiday pay, which ordinarily accrues in con-
nection with -such work. The Minister pro-
posges to cut out that condition from the
Governmnent's plan. Again, as regards camp
allowance he proposes to give it to single
men only for the two days per week they
will be working. The men in question will
be on the job for the full period, and it will
not be their fault if they work only two days

per week. Setting out on a scheme such as
this with a dissatisfied body of men, assuming
that the men accept the work, will not result
in any advantage to the State. There ifll
be inefficiency on account of stoppages, as
mentioned by the member for Hannans;
and there will he disaffection which, per-
meting a large tiumber of men,, will mean
great expense in connection with such a job.
It is admitted by the Government and by
our-selves that the times are abnormal. How-
ever, they are abnormal not only for the
Government but also for men who have been
for many months, and in some cases for
years, out of employment, wvith the result
that their reserve supplies have dwindled
and vanished. Reserve supplies of clothing,
boots and furniture are now non-existent.
When obtaining employment, the men ex-
p~ect to he able to replenish in those respects;
but how is that possible in the case of
married men with El 14s. per week to keep
two homes going? It is utterly impossible.
Cannot we devise some means by which this
nioney shall be nmade available on basic.
wage conditions for the period during which
the men will be enmployed? If after this
money has been expended there is not more
money forthcoming, that cannot be helped;
but for the period the mien are employed let
is give them conditions which will render
them somewhat contented and enable them
to replenish those reserve stocks which
through no fault of the men themselves have
disappeared. It is not only the sustenance
Loan on 14s. per week who is detrimentally
affected. Take the case of the man on £2 9s.
per week sustenance at present. He is
placed in thme position of having to work the
full week for less than 11s., because when
his receipts rise from £2 9s. to £3, they are
subject to deductions bringing them down to
approximately £2 18s. 6d. Thus the man
now receiving £2 9s. per wveek by way of
sustenance is asked to work the full week for
all additional ()s. Gd. Moreover there would
be deductions in respect of hospital tax and
tient allowance, so that in many eases the
difference would be less than 9s. 6d. The
Minister said the mnan would be able to take
his family down to the work; but it will
not invariably be possible or politic to adopt
that course. Thus the man would have to
keep two hlomnes going. My experience with
regard to men who have been long out of
work is that the average landlord is not
prout, to demand his rental when he knows
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that the tenant is on sustenance. It is true
tlw., in the courts -. e meet with exceptional
cai- n which we !,live to prevent the !an,!-
lord from demanding his pound of flesh i.'ke

Ihvloc{ of old. To the credit of many lan-
iords in this State , however, be it said that
they accept the inevitable and refrain from
pushing tenant, who are unemploy' ed. I
speak from experience gained in the courts
when dealing with cases nder the legisla-
tion for protection of tenants. However,
the average landlord,. when a tenant gets into
work, expects not only the cnn-eat rental but
something onl account of arrears. What
possible chance has any mail of reducing
arrears if his earnings are limited as pro-
posed under the Government's plan. The
great difficulty I have observed in connection
with sustenance is that the average man is
desirous of paying his way, and so, instead
of first ensuring that his wife and children
are properly cared for out of the sustenance
payments, small though they be, he pays the
landlord a few shillings out of the susten-
ance, with the result that in many cases the
children are kept onl lower diet, even to the
point of suffering. The same thing will
operate under the Government's plan. The
married Juan sent to an outlying district
wvill have to keel) two homes going, and will
be compelled to spend a considerable portion
of his earnings on the job. He w~ill send
home as much as he can out of his pittance,
and the landlord will be waiting on the door-
step of the home int order to get first pull
out of the money remitted by the husband.
Under those conditions contentment is in-
conceivable. Seeing that under the financial
emergency legislation which has been passed
the basic wvage is already reduced, the leaA
the Government can do is to refrain from
any additional cuts in connection with this
relief work. In many cases the wage will
be cut by uls. 4d., but in some cases by the
difference between £1 14s. and £3 Ils. 4d.
Those interested in maintaining a reason-
able standard of living here should have
something to say as to the further reduction
proposed.' If the position is accepted as it
brands, tht.. undoubtedly' , when the cost of

wue work comes to be computed, the 3 per
cent. a~owvanee for lack of efficiency on ac-
count of the conditions uinder which the work
is to be done will be found woefully inade-
quate.

The Minister for Works: Who said that'

iMr. KEXNEALIX: T1 e Minister him-
self told a deputation that 8 per cent, would
be allowed for ineffieiency.
0The Minristcr for Works: I did not say

that.
Mr. KFSN ,T. iLLY: I thought the Mi'-

ister did, bur, at any rate, I think lie will
agree that if 3 per cent, is being allowed oil
account of inefficiency, that margin will be
altogether insufficient.

The Minister for Works: I agree.
M1r. KENNEALLY: Then I suggest to

the M1inister that the margin will be consid-
erably in excess of that figure. I think wet
must add to the cost of works un-
dertaken, not only the margin for
inelliciency, hut also the cost of tak-
ing men to and from their jobs. Onl
top of that, after those men have been away
fron, the work for a considerable period and:
are given the opportunity to tesume opera-
tions, there must be additional cost in-
curred before those menl can settle dowvn to
the job. Does it not occur to the Minister
that, in view of these additional costs, it
would be of advantage, not only to the men
themselves, hut to the department from the
standpoint of efficiency, if the men were
paid the basic wvage. There would be little
additional cost to the country involved in the
increased payments. I suggest that the
Government should corisider the possibility'
of employing the men on full time at the
full basic rate of wages. I realise that un-
less more mooney can be made available, the
employment of men on full time at the full
basic rate wvould mean that the 11ec
would not be employed for such long periods,
but that would apply anywhere and to any
work. I appreciate the fact that the less
the Government pay, the longer thee can
afford to keep men at work.

The Minister for Workes: We could em-
ploy more men too.

Mr. KENNEALLY: Yes, for longer
periods. But that argument reminds me of
the story of the mual who found th., his
horse could keep going with less food than
he had beeni ac-customied to give it. Ile ex-
perilented by cutting down the quantity of
fodder until lie had reduced it to a very large
extent. A friend asked him hlow he had got
on with 'experiment, and the man replied,
"'It wvent very well: the trouble was that
just when I got accustomed to living onl
a very little indeed, the horse died." We do
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not want the men to suffer as a result of the
meagre provision made for their remunera-
tion. I can quite understand men straining
e ery effort, to their bwn detriment, in order
to make better provision for those at home,
and, at the same time, I can imagine their
wives, to their own detriment, scraping and
pinchigc ro that the children may have food
and the family debts be paid, including
those of the landlords. Seeing that there is
so little margin between the reduced basic
wage and tihe amount the Government are
offering, the Government might well con-
sider stretching a point and paying the basic
wage. If they considered the comfort that
the additional money would bring to the
men and their families, and that those
people have such financial leeway to make
up, the Government might see their way clear
to provide men with full-time work at full
basic-wage rates in order to give a large sec-
tion of the community an opportunity to
make good. I do not desire to make this a
party matter. Without that object in view,
I remind the Minister that a definite -promise
was given by his leader that work would be
available for all. Now that an attempt is
being made to provide work, let us have that
work offered under the basic wage condi-
tions ruling throughout the country.

HON. J. C. WILLOOCK (Geraldton)
15.35] : There is another aspect of the prob-
lem I wish to deal with. Apparently the
policy of the Government, as indicated in the
operations of the Public Works Department,
is to deliberately pauperise a large section
of the comnuinity who have procured a liv-
ing in past years by securing engagements
on public works. Apparently the policy is
that if a man has been thrifty and has saved
up a few pounds and has been, in every
sense of the word, a good citizen, seeing that
he has accepted his domestic Yssponsibilities
and has endeavoured to make mimself ide-
pendent, he is to be denied the opportunity
of securing employment on' any public works
that are undertaken. It is trute that, as a re-
sult of negotiations with the department, it
has been arranged that men formerly em-
ployed on some works that were closed down,
are to be eligible for re-employment when
the work is put in hand again. The past
policy hias been such that unless men were
absolutely indigent, they found it impossible
to get Gover'unent employment in any shape
or form. From the standpoini. of national

ethics, the progress of the country ranst de-
pend on the collective conduct of our citizens.
If our people adopt what the vast majority
of people would regard as the proper atti-
tude, and have lived thrifty, frugal lives,
thereby making provision for a rainy day,
it is not right that the very fact that they
hays saved their money should debar them
from securing employment when the rainy
day dawned. Such people should not be
debarred from the possibility of securing
employment in order to sustain themselves
and their families unless they showed them-
selves to be absolutely indigent. Such a
policy would be absolutely wrong. Many
men are saying, "If I have been wasteful in
the past and have not cared what happened
to-maorrow but have spent every shilling I
got in silly, wasteful ways, not conducive to
the progress and welfare of the nation, the
State will now look after me, and provide
me with work." There are others who have
said, "Because I have not been wasteful in
the past and spent every shilling I earned in
stupid, silly ways, I am penalised now be-
cause I am not allowed to participate in'any
work that is offerin. I must show that T
have spent all the money I have saved."
Such a policy must undermine the character
of the whole nation. It is ridiculous to pcu-
alise people who have acted in the way that
most people would regard as in accord with
the best traditions of citizenship. I have
received a letter from a man who protests
very clearly against the policy that has been
adopted. He puts the case in such a way
that I consider the letter is wvorthy of plac-
ing before the Committee. This man was
employed on public works in the past and
had saved a few pounds and bought a house.
He was in a position of being able to live
for, perhaps, 12 months before requiring
susteuance. That meant that he would not
be able to get a job for a year or more, until
he had spent every single shilling be had
saved.

Mr. Wells: A man came to me this morn-
ing with a complaint along the same lines.

Hon. J. C. WILLCOCK: The hon. mem-
her will not agree that that is the proper
policy to adopt. I will read a few extracts
from the letter. This man says that he ap-
plied for work on a Government job where
be had been employed before the work was
closed down some time ago. He says-

I was toid I would have to go to the police
and apply there. This morning I was informed
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at the police station that I would have to fill
in the sustenance form and that unless I was
destitute, there was no hope of work. As I
have a house of my own in which I live and
a few pounds in the bank, I was not able
honestly to do this. Therefore, I declined to
fill in the form but requested them to take
down my application for re-employment, also
my responsibilities, being a married man with
wife and one child wholIy dependent on me,
and two daughters partially dependent. This
they did.

There are very few men who will be eligible
for employment on the work for which this
mil applied, because men require to have
considerable experience in such undertak-
ings. The man also says-

There are very few of the mechanics, etc.
who will be eligible for re-employment on
this destitution basis, and any way it is a
crying scandal that the decent steady worker
who has put by a little should be turned down
and denied the opportunity to earn a scanty
living at a time when it is practically impos-
sible to get a job in Australia. I am trying
to put the position calmrly and without in-
dignation, because I feel sure you canl see the
force of the situation. I know the present is
an exceptional time of emergency but I
also think that no emergency justifies in-
justice, and that is the way the present regu-
lations work out.

Hon. P. Collier: That is the penalty for
being thrifty.

Hon. J. C. WILLCOCK: Yes.

Hon. P. Collier: The manl who sq~uanders
his money every week canl get wor-k, and the
man w-ho puts something by is debarred that
opportunity.

Hon. J. C. WILLCQCKi In the interests
of, the morale of the nation, we should not
adopt any such policy. While it may he
said that the Government can accept re-
sponsibility only in respect of people who
i indigent, there is also a responsibility
upon the Government to see that men of
character and principle are not subjected
to unjust treatment because they have been
thrifty, and have lived frugally and in
,,eco,-dnce wvith the dictates of exemplary
citizenship in the past. We should re-adjust
our views on this question. If it becomes
nelesary to provide sustenance for people
who are in unfortunate circumstances, it
should be a responsibility accepted by Par-
Jianient as a whole. It should not be the
policy of any Government or of any country
to permit deliberately any of the citizens
to be pauperised. and denied the right
of employment. There are between

15,00J anid 16,000 menl who have been en-
gaged in employment onl public wvork , put
in hand as tile result of loans floated fromn
thme to time. Why should any Gov-ernment
rcle that those who have been g-ood citizens
in the past and have not spent their monicy
wantonly at the races, in hotels, or at two-
uip schools, must be pauperised before they
will be given anl opportunity to secure eml-
ploynient? In my opinion, those who have
usually found employment onl public works
should be given the opportunity of re-emn-
ployment irrespective of their financial posi-
tion at the moment. I do not say that
others who have never made that their prac-
tices in the past should be given the same
opportunity under the same conditions.
There are many men wvho have followed that
occupation as the result of loan expenditure
onl public works for the past 30 years.
J%[any of them hlave gone out into back-
locks~ and [lave lhied in tents under vary-

ing conditions, enduring all the ha rdshiips
that such experiences entail. They hav -
participated in the construction of railwaN
lines to Mfeekathan-a, Wiluna and other dis-
tricts outback and hlave been employed inl
works of v'arious descriptions awvay fro",
centres of civilisation. They have lived
frugally and simply and have saved a few
pounds. Yet the Government decree that
such men must be deliberately paupevisedl
before they are to be given emnployment
again. I appeal to the Government onl be-
half of these people-I think there ame be-
tween 15,000 and 20,000 men who usually
follow public works employment in this
State.

The 'Minister for Works: Not that mlanyv.
Hon. J. C. WItLCOCK: There are 10,000,

anyway. In the past the annual expenditure
of loan money has amounted to between
£:4,000,000 and £5,000,000. I do not mean
that the number of men I have quoted would
follow public works solely; I have in mind
also work associated with the railways, for
instance at the workshops, fronm which be-
tween 300 and 400 men have been put off
because the Government have not been able
to find money to continue the construction
of rolling stock. There are also many other
activities on which loan money is spent.
When there is no loan money to spend, the
employment of these people is gone. The
possibilities of these men earning an honest
iving should not be denied. Equal oppor-
tunity should he given to every citizen to
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obtain any employment that is offered, arid
if there is not sufficient employment to go
round, then for those people who are in-
d-gent it might lbe necessary to supply sw.-
tenanee. But we must not deliberately
panuperise those wrho have done hard work
to assist to build up the State.

MR WELLS (Canning) [5.481: 1 have
listened with a good deal of interest to the
debate on this particular subjet, and I
congratulate the Government on their pro-
posal to find work for those men who fire
out of emiployment and in distress. A sub-
ject of this kind gives us food for a good
deal of thought and we should aill try to
assist the Government to solve the problemn
in a way that will be in the best interests of
the people of the State. I am inclined to
agree with the view expressed by the rhein-
her for Hannans that the best system would
be to employ the men continuously and not
on part time, employ them uintil the monney
bad been expended. I am sure that would
be much better for the men themselves, their
families and the State in general.

The Minister for Railways: What would
you do after that?

Mr. WELLS: I1 azn merely voicing my
opinion. If we gave these men the basic
wage during the period they were working
and kept them occupied full time it would
lbe better for the men themselves and tho~e
who are dependent on them. There is a
good deal in the point made by tile member
for Hannans that more money would be in
,circulation, and tradespeople and the smaller
factories would benefit by reason that they
-would supply the articles that would be re-
(Juired. Thus in that way employment
-would also be provided for people in those
directions, in addition to the relief work that
was being carried out by the Government.
'Udoubtedly there arc thousands of men
xvho are dissatisfied because they are out of
work, and probably this would be tile best
Wax' to create contentment amongst them.
I know, of course, tbat no matter what we
might do for some men, they would still be
-dissatisfied. Those people, however, are not
deserving of consideration. A number came
to see me with regard to relief woiA and
they freely offered opinions as to what
should be done for them by members of this
House. They expressed the view that we
should all be annihilated and that evervt.bingo

should be confiscated and distributed
amongst those who are out of work. That
kind of talk is all silly rot. The honest
toilers should receive every consideration,
aud if we employed theml on the basic wage
we would be doing the right thing. So far
ats a main roads scheme is concerned, a defin-
ite prograntne should be Submitted to this
House. My experience of the Main Roads
Board during- the past six or seven years
has led mie to form the conclusion that it is
one of the avenues which permits all sorts
of loose methods to creep in. The policy of
the Gover-nment in respect of roads should
be submitted to the House and members
given the opportunity to discuss it. I aum
p)ositive that then the result of the criticism
would be better and more economical work.
It might also result in the avoidance of waste
as far as money is concerned. I know of
instanes where thousands of pounds were
wasted because of lack of proper super-
vision. Members are aware that there has
been a good deal of waste under the Main
Roads; Board system, and therefore in times
of stress siuch as these, wve should see to it
(liat every penny is judiciously spent. I
congratulate- the Govcrnment on their pro-
posal and I feel sure that they hare no de-
sire to pauperise anybody in the State, but
that they wish to do the best they can with
the fuadls that are available. I repeat that
I consider it would he better to employ men
onl relief works full time and pay them the
basic wvage tuntil the available money was
exhausted. Then, as the member for South
Fremantle said, we could take the next hur-
dle on coming to it.

MR. DflLIKGTON (Mt. Hawthorn)
[.53]: The proposal of the Government

to absorb a number of unemployed, I pre-
mume, represents a part of the plan evolved
by Grovernments for thle overcoming of our
difficulties. This is what they consider to be
the best manner in which to expend the
limited funds at their disposal. Ta the Min-
ister's own words, the expenditure proposed
,will mecan that each Tann wfi receive £2 6-:;.
per week. The Government plan proposes
that 10,000 men shall be absorbed. I mlider-
stand that there are 16,000 unemployed in
Western Australia but it is assumed that
10,000 will be engaged for a period of 30
weeks and that the earnings of each per
week will be £2 6s. I think we must have a
better plan thtan that, because at the end of
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that time all those men wvill be worse off
than they aet-day. There are also those

who will not be absorbed under the scheme
and they will be on sustenance. Does that
represent the best that can be dlone from the
Government's. point of view with the money
that is available? I think I have heard a
4imilar proposal described in this way: It
is like an attempt to fill a lot of narro-
necked receptacles such as bottles by thro-
ing a bucket of water over them. I do not
propose to deal with the scheme in detail,
nor to reiterate what has been said by other
speakers, but if we are disposed to resignl
ourselves to the existing conditions, there
will happen what has happened in past years
and what history has disclosed, namely, we
s;hall succumb to dumb resignation, a disease
from which civilisations have perished. That
1 amn afraid is what we are drifting to here.
It appears to me that those who are getting
sustenance are not as fortunate, as are those
who are having paid in full certain of their
debts. What is the impression outside? T
know that the Premiers and those associated
with the Loan Council did their utmost to
get the best assistance they could from our
financial bacokers in Australia. The Premiers
returned to their States and said, "This is
the utmost amount we can get. We are now
to devise a plan to provide employment and
spread it over a period of 30 weeks." I
presume that our finanicial hackers are niet-
ing our obligations and] liabilities to a certain
extent, but I am convinced that the most im-
portunate arc getting the best deal. As far
a- Wetr Australia is concerned, it will ho
said, "I have seen it advertised under the
authority of the Minister for Works that
the Government of this State can provide
employment for 10,000 people." Conse-
quently the financial backers will turn their
attention to the problems of the more im-
portunate people. They will say, "Western
Australia has done splendidly; we expect
them to come through and with the capacity
of the Government in Power, and the ad-
mitted stamina of the people of the State-
loyal people -Western Australia will be all
right." Then attention will be turned to the
Loan Council and to those responsible for
providing the financial hacking-a -rather
mysterious hodly. Inquiries will be made as
to what will be the needs of Austrailia and
they will be told how those needs can be sup-
plied. As I said, as far as Western Ans-

tralia is concerned, the imipression will hq!
that this State wvill be all right for the next
30 weeks. Then no one cise will bot her about
it and the attention of the power, that be
wvill be turned to those who are drivingr
harder bargains for the unemployed. It may
also he that other obligations that dto not
mnerit the saimme attention as; those of the un-
employed will reeeive A better deal. Having-
got that money* and not having been tieri
down with restrictions by the Loan Council
or anyone else, instead of spreading the ex-
penditure over a period, the Government
should use it in such a mnanner that it will
have a permanently good effect. The Gov-
ernment should have taken its courage in its
hands and said that whilst they had this
hacking they would utilise the availabiq
money in a nianner that would have some
lpermanent effect on the unemployed. I do
not think any) member of the Government
suggests that this schemne is going to afford
any pei-manemit relief: whereas, if instead
of spreading it over 30 weeks the period
were limited to 20 weeks, and a correspond-
ing increase in pay given to those called
upon to work under the scheme, some real
relief might be afforded. Then it would he
known that, not at the end of 30 weeks1 hut
at the end of 20) weeks additional provision
would have to he made. But it seems to me
thle Government are disposed to accept the
position. Having given the unemployed
problem this very thin coat of paint, tho,
will find it too thin to cover property and
that, instead of having overcome the uniem-
ployed difficulty, they have not dealt with it
at all.

The Attorney General: No one suggesti
that the scheme will overcome the problem.

Mr. MILLTNQTTON: No. it is only a
question of amelioration. But it doesn't.
even afford amelioration. It does not in-
crease the spending capacity of those em-
ployed to the extent that one would think;
for although an additional amount will bd
given to a certain number of men, the Gov-
ernment themselves must have realised that
the main difficulty in this proposal is that
those receiving the extra El will not find it
in any way sufficient. On several occasions
we have suggested some way of overcoming
the rent problem, have suggested that we
should get an extra £1 to pay that. Now
the extra £1 is forthcoming, but in such a
way that not a penny of it can be utilized
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in solving the rent problem. So the families
affected will not have their condition in any
wvay bettered, but will be actually living oil
the same starvation rate, because they wil
have to keep two homes. I do not think
attention has been given to that phase of the
problem. It is true that anyone employed
in the metropolitan area will get the ad-
vange of the £1. Butl I should like the Mfinl-
ister to explain ]how a man keeping two
homes will get ally advantage front that extra
F1. The -Minister knows perfectly well that
that part of the problem, although it ha4
been considered, does not relieve those em-
ployed tinder this scheme ; it applies only
where they arc employed near to their homes,
where they can keep their families together4
The Minister knows it is perfectly useless
when it comes to dividinig the family and
having to maintain two honmes. That is why
we onl this side take strong exception to the
money being spread over 30 weeks, and to
the limitation of the amount despite the fact
that the in are keeping two homes. While
this is so it will have no appreciable effect
on the trading section of the community. If
the men were employed in Perth and so wvere
getting the advantage of that extra £1, it
would go into the avenues of trade and com-
merce.

The Minister for Works: Quite a nuber
of them will be employed in the metropolitan
area.

Mr. MILLINGTON: There certainly is
an advantage for those employed locally, but
I understand that only some 700 will he em-
ployed in the metropolitan area, while the
balance of the 10,000 will be employed in the
country. So it is a question of seven jr
eight toa one; the one will get an advantage,
but the seven or eight will get no advantage
under this proposal.

The Minister for Works: Why?
Mr. MILLINGTON: Because where at man

goes from the metropolitan area to a country
job hie will not get the advantage of the ex-
tra £1, for the reason that lie will have to
keep twvo homes.

The Minister for Works: Thousands of
men in the country are on sustenance.

Mr. MILDLINGTON: Onl the Minister's
own figures, let us take the metropolitan'
area. Hie gave us 8,000 married men and
3,000 single men. Out of those 11,000, only
700 will be provided with work in the metro-
politan area.

The 'Minister for Works: More than that.

Mir. MILLiNGTON: The more the per-
centage employed in the metropolitan area
increases, the mnore bearable becomes the
scheme. But the fact remains that the big-
gest section wvill have to leave the metro-
politan area, where they are already housed,
and go into the country. That is the weak-
ness of the scheme and its most objectionable
feature, the one which the Government have
not been able to provide for. That is the
objection raised by the mil who is asked
to take on this scheme. When we ask a
man to work, we have to give him somec in-
centive, to show him that his position will
be unproved if he does work.

The Minister for Railwinvs: it will be
umproved, for hie will get 5b. 63d. per week
over the basic wage and we shall take only
a, shilling from him. That wilt give himt
4ls. (id.

Mr. Marshall: He will get fatl Onl that.
The 'Minister for Railways: Oh, you are

only playing a political game.
Mr. 'MILLINGTON: There is no p~olitical

gaine being played. Let uts see ntlint the
Minister imnself proposes.

The Minister for Lands: You know funds
are not available with which to do what you
arc asking.

Mir. MILLINGTON: I am not complain-
lug, about the amiount they receive for a
week's wvork in the countr-. I am not comn-
plaining of the rate.

The M1inister for Railways: The Commn-
ists have put it all over you.

Mr. 'Marshall: And they will put it ovel
,nine of you, too, before long.

.Mr. MILLINGTON: The Communists
are putting it all over us on the one hand,
and the Government are putting it all over
uts oil the other hand: so we are crushed.
The Minister so y s there is anl advantage in
hids scheme. I agree that the man who went
irto the country and got the right rate all.
pay plus the allowance, would get an ad-
vantage if he could be permanently em-
ployed; although there is always a great din.'
advantage in keeping a home in Perth while
wvorking- in the country. The Minister
knows, too, that the men can draw their ai
per week plus sustenance.

The Minister for Railways: Which in-
eludes a man and his wife and family.

'Mr. MflLLINGTON: The fact that be
gets £3 uls. 4d. per week plus 5s. 3d. doed)
not affect the position, bilt it does nffeet the
time lie is called upon to work: that is all.
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if he goes into the coun try and works at
that rate for three -week;, he has £:11 l0s.,
after which he has to take time off.
A mnarried man will draw £1 plus sus-'
tenanee per week. I defy the Miuistei.
to s~how that the unfortunate man coil pay
rent OnL that. That is the part which the
Government have not provided for, the dif-
terenee between a mlan who has to keep twvo
hu1nez. anid another mnan wvlo is working in
the mnetr-opolitanl arnia. The last-nawed cer-
tautly get, an~ advantage which the other
man does not, for lie does not have to go
into the country and leav-c his family to live
ont susteinitie.

The Minister for Railways: 'It is not fair
to say that.

Mr. M1ILLIN'IN: WVell, I want to hr
fair, because I recognise the difliculty eon-

fioiting the Government.
The Minister for Railways: Four Austra-

luau Goverinments aic Labour Government;,
and they are doing no better than this Gov-
emninent. Why do not they stand up against
the Communists, who have themn firnly iii
hand?

lion. S. AV. Munsie: They have not.
The 'Minister for Railways: Yes, they

have you all.
Mr. -MILLINGTON: I have not abused

the Government as a whole, nor any member
of the Government. I do not suggest that
any undue influence has been brought to
beaIr on the Government, so why should the
Mlinister sugglest that I am) subject to the
influence Of the Comm~un~ists? I do not
think the Minister intended that as a fa ir
comment, nor do 1. think it has anything tit
do with the case.

The Miis ter for R1ailways: Yes, it has a
lot tot do with it,

Mr. 'MILL INGTO)N: If we had Counnun-
ists here ini this House they would not s;peak
nicely and quietly to the %finister, as I do5
bitt would give him Plenty Of abuse.

rfhe 'Minister for Railways: And they.%
iiht sparec some abunse for your side. Youi4

leader is- accusedl of having linked up withf
us: lie is getting abused, and not one of you
is defending- him.

Mr. M1ILLUNGTON: At present we are
analysing a scheme. Tt is not a question of
abuseP, nor of defence; it is a question
whether we are making the conditions of
the unemployed inen any better, I do not
think we shall get anything out (of the Gov.
ex-inent by abusing them: muy idea ig to

lenfli(I with tlienu. If the M)ini, rer can show
that the uneniployed, or those of theta that
go into the country, are getting any advan-
tag-e under this bcliezue, I will be disposed
to 4tpliurt himk. So, far het has not beeni
able to show that.

The IMiister for Railways: Here isa
nice circular: "Beware of Trades Hall trick-
ster. and A.L.P. takers." Yet those Coi-
ni1unists canl go to your. nieetinl"rs

flon. S. WE. Iunsie : They cannot, ani(
you know it.

The M1inister for Railwvays: They do not
go a, ai Party, perhaps.

Ho. S. W. Munsie: The -Minister kno'.v
fint he is incorrect.

Mr. MNILLINOTON: I do not think it
Would be tiny comfort to the unemployed
even if we were dragged at the chariot wheelA
of the Communists. That would not be any
comnfort to the unemiployed, for they expect
us to deal with this scheme in the House.
And the 'Minister is not going to get us off
the track by reminding us that someone on
tile Esplanadle called Us names;.

Hon. A. 'MeCallurn: And since the M1inis-
ter is looking for trouble, he need not think

we will let hiim off lightly.
11r. MILJLINGT ON: The Minister knows

wve had to stand tip to their criticismn and
abuse.

Rittin0 suqpmaled from 6.15 to 7.30 p~im.

Mr. M1ILLTNrOTON: I was endeavouring
to show that there should be a reonstruc-
tion of the Govcrtizuent's scheine. It appears-
that the (iovernnent at-c not lpreparedl to
accept even the slightest inodifueation of the
schemie as it applies to unemployed sent to
Work in the, country' . That is the objection-
able part; it is a part tlnit the Governmmt
eould well reconsider. The unemployed are
the ones concerned and they take a decided
objection to country jobs on the condi-
tions set out. Therefore, instead of memi-
bers on the Government side imnputing all
the motives imnaginable to us who are en-
deavouring to exanmine the schemne, I suggest
that the correct attitude for the Govera-
ment to adopt is to recoasider the proposal.
I thU prepanred to admit the difficulties con-
fronting the Government. -No miatter what
party' were in p~ower, they would have to
fatce the difficulties, but thos.,e difficulties will
not be overcomne if the Government wiill not
listenl to suggr-ifions made in all good faith,
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but generate as nmnch heat as possible and
defend their errors ats they would defend
their heritage. The Government, with a
realisation of the difficulties, should bea pre-
pared to accept advice. The amount of
money available is limited, and our sugges-
tion is that it should be spent in a different
way. When the available funds have been
exhiausted, then wlli be the time to approach
the powers-that-be and app~ly for additional
money to provide work for the unemployed.

The Minister for Works,: We would not
get it.

31r. MILLINGTON: Not iE the Govern-
ment quietly submnit to what is doled out to
them. They should adopt the attitude
adopted by the unemployed, who were offered
a dole and did not hesitate to say theyv
wanted something hletter. They have had
sufficient courage to ask for something bet-
ter. When we find a crowd of men situated
as they are onl the starvation li ne, who will
nut up a fight for )letter conditions, the Gov-
erment should support them. What would
be the pomitioitifrnenibersof the Opposition
calmly accepted what they are informed is
the best offering as the best that could be
obtained. The unemnployed have indicated
the deficiencies of the plan, and we have in-
dlicated that the Government will have our
support if they enideavour to get better
terms from the finanelal institutions. There
is a brighter prospect of the Government
getting something better with the assistance
of this side of the House than if we calmly
accepted the scheme as sufficient to meet thle
problem. If Such a proposal were accepted
throughout Australia, the Governments, as
well as the unemployed, would be asked to
accept worse terms in future. I do not sag-
gest that the Government are satisfied with
what is now offered them, but I do suggest
that with the backing they call get from this
side of the House and front the unein-
ployed-

The Minister for Works: What good will
that do q To whom would wve go for money97

Mr. MILLING TON: What happened to
other Government creditors? Have they
accepted the terms? Only at the point of the
bayonet. Even so, many creditors of the
Commonwealth and State are demanding
their pound of flesh.

M r. H. IV. Mann: Has not every Govern-
ment in Australia, both Labour and 'Nation-
alist, accepted the plan?

.11r. -MILLINGTON: The proposal I an)
discussing is something for which the
State Government 'Are entirely responsible.

The Minister for Works: It comprises
the best terms that any Government could
get.

Mr. MILLING TON: The Government
have a erltain' amounut of money to spend
onl public works to absorb the unemployed,

and the umanner in which the schemne is lair]
out is somiething- for which the Government
alone are responsible. Therefore it is no
reply to suggest that a Government in sonmc
other State may not be doing as well. It
will take uts all our time to settle the prob-
lenm in this State. That is the task con-
fronting the Governmnent. Having made the
best terms p)ossible for the time being, the
Government are laying out the money made
available to them.

The Minister for Works: The terms are
the same for all the Governments in Aus-
tralia.

Mr. 'MILLINGTON: No; the Govern-
ment are responsible for deciding how the
money shall be spent. On that point they
are not being dictated to. Neither the Loan
Council nor the Premiers' Conference has
stipulated thmat the State Government must
spend the money over a period of 30 weeks
iii this particular way. That is what the
Government ha~e decided. Therefore we are
making proposals to the Government. We
have no means of meeting or influencing the
Loan Council. but wye have sonic say as to
the manner iii which the public money shall
be expended in this State. I do not intend
to draw ay comparisons with what is done
in the Eastern States or in other parts of
the world. If we take the aloneyv and utilise
it so that the unemployed and the community
enerally derive the maximum benefit, we

canl then goa to the Loan Council and ask for
additional money. Onl the other hand, if the
money is spent as the Government suggest, I
venture to say that at the end of 30 weeks
theyv will not he able to make out much of a
case for additional funds. The powers-that-
be wvill realise that the money has been drib-
bled away, andl that the unemployed are in
a worse condition than they were before the
scheme was started. Consequently the Gov-
emnent wvill defeat their own object if they
dole out the money in the parsimonious man-
ner proposed. If they adopted a bolder
policyv and said, ".flbile we have the money,
we will lay it out so that the unemployed
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will derive some advantage and be able to
take their place in the community," there
would be a possibility of indu,;trv's reviviu.
If we -adopt this timid policy' of attempting.1
to overcome the dilliculty by plavillg 10,000
men in work at £2 6s. a week, wve shall not
recover. The Government bare the power
to determine hlow the money shall be spent,
and we suggest that the men going to work
in the country wvill not derive any advantage
from the scheme since thne money they get
will he sp~ent in keeping two homes going.
I submit, independently of the general re-
quest that the basic wvage be paid, that there
should be additional advantage given to those
who go into the country and consequently
have two homes to keep. That is a phase
the Government will have to consider. With
work laid down on the lines suggested by the
Government, there will lie a general deteri-
oration amiongst the men. What incentive
will there be to give a reasonable return for
the money spent? The money will be ex-
pended in dribs and drabs and as soon as the
workers get into something like form, after
having been out of work and poorly fed for
months, they will he knocked off. If we
want men to value a job, we have to nmake
it worth while. No value will be placed upon
the work by the men employed, and the workc
will be a total failure. Conversely, if we
provide the incentive of a given number of
week's work, and pay the men for it after
it is completed, they will work well. Under
the conditions proposed by the Govern-
ment, it wilt he impossible to get satisfac-
tion. Without indulging in any heated argu-
ment or undue criticism of the Government,
I suggest that, in the interests of thre Guy-
erment, the unemploy-ed, and the comn-
nmity generally, and in the interests of the
revival of industry, the Goverrunent should
reconsider tire scheme on the linres indicated
hy members of the Opposition.

[Mr. Anyelo tookc the Chair.]

THE MINISTER FOR WORKS (Hon.
J. Lindsay-M1t. 'Marshall-in reply)
[7.41]: naiturally wish to take the oppor-
tu'uty to reply. I knowv members would be
greatly disappointed it I did not answer
the many statements made here to-night
Tfhe debate has b~een somewhat different
from that which took place last night.
When I eamnie ito the House yesterday I wu,
not aware that my Estimates would h~e dealt

witli, and I a in sure, fruom the attitude oi
me:,ihers opposite, they were in the same
position. The coInsenuenue was that thel
Lad to ad~ fiwie sonie criticismr-it was rather
aiusig to nie-uerely ab anl aid to carry
oli b.I~ii they had anl opp' ulnity to inves-
tigatte the matter further.

Mr. Kenneally : Unttil the M1inister had
all opportuniity to study his own Estimates.

The 'MINISTEI1? FOil WORKS: If the
hen. men ibm' studiled them all his life, be
iwoull not be able to understaud them.

Hon. P. Collier: Not in thle wany they ame
presented.'

The MINISTER FORl WORLKS: Thcy
are presented in the same way as they have
always been, presented in this Chamber.

Hion. 1'. Collier: No.
The MINISTER FOR WVORKS: There

are two exceptions, which were mentioned
by the Leader of the Opposition, the extra
columin onl the side of the Estimates and the
extra line at the bottom. Last night the
debate centred onl the question of the Esti-
mates of the Main Roads Board, the first
speaker having beeni the Deputy Leader of
the Opposi tion. According to the "West
Australian" report, hie stated-

He hoped that Parliament would be given
an opportunity of discussing main roads.
However, there was not a mention of main
roads activities, apart from the director's
salary. How could authority be given to
main road expenditure unless Parliament ap-
proved of it.
He wvent on to say that this was the first
time that it had been omitted. Previously
the whole of the programme of main road
activities 11ad( been, open for diiscussion. not
only the programme for one year, but the
programme for five years.

Mr. Paniton: That is anl unusually good
report to find in the "West Australian."

Mr. Raphael: He must have paid some-
thing to get that in.

The MINIISTER FOR WORKS: I
thought I would read this to lion, members.
There never has been a p)rograum1e for
main roads put up in this Rouse, and this
Hoause has never been asked to approve of
one. T have gone through "Hansard" an
read all the speeches of my predecessor on
the Public Works Estimates from 1926 on-
wards. ds3o his speeches on the main roads
legislation, on the Federal Aid Roads Agree-
ment, and oin (lie Loan Estimates.

Honl. P. Collier: You must have got up
vcry early fi rend] all that.
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The 'MiNISTER FOR WVORKS: I did
I wished to find out what the position was.
The member for South Fremnantle stated
that this House has -. %vays. been asked to
give its approv-al to , main roads pro-
.ra ioni.

lion. A. McCaIlumn: I said to discus,; it.
The MINISTER FOR WORKS: He re-

ferred to the five years plan. In 1926 the
then mnember for Vilgarri, by way of a ques-
11on, asked the Minister for Works of that
day it it was his intention to tell members
what was proposed in connection with the ex-
penditure on miainl roads. About two months-
later the M1inister ]lung up iii a corner (if

the Chamber a map showing the whole of
thle roads of thle State upon which it was
Ceiiteml)atCel to sIpenid money during the en-
suing five years. There were no Estimates
and no discussions. It was simply a reply
to a question, and this is where I slipped
it, regard to the Public Works Estimates.
Whien these have been discussed the Minis-
ter has alwayvs informed the House as to the
expenditure for the previous year, but he
lha., never asked the House to approve of
the expenditure for the ensuing year.

H~on. P. -oEr He has stated the pro-
posals for the ensuing year.

The TINTSTER FOR WORKS: The
live years' programme was never carried
out. It could never have been carried out
in the way that wam then anticipated.

Hon. P. Collier: Conditions were ehang-
ig. all the time.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: Yes,' it
was impossible. If the proposals had been
approved by Parliament and could not have
been altered, the 'Minister and the board
would have been placed in a bad position.

Hon. P. Collier: So far as we knew at
the time the five years' programme was the
correct thing.

Thle M1INISTIR FOR -WORKS:- The
Minister also stated that each local govern-
ing body was to receive an average of £2,000
a year during that five years. That was
published in the Press. Every year there
has 'been a. report lad on the Table of the
House fror' the Main Roads Board. I
thought T -.jnld. be able to lay this year's
report onl rte Table before these Estimates
came down, but I have it here now. W hen,
bringing downj thle Main Roads Bill, and the
Federal Aid Roads Agreement I gave the
Rouse all possible information. There was

no item. onl these Estimates under which I
could give such information. Last year
wvhen introducing the Estimates, in my re-
ference to M1ain Roads Board activities, I
nientioned the fact that in 1929-30 there
were two items on the Estimates, one of
Z21,000 odd, grant to local governing bodieF,,
and thle other of £32,000 odd, coming out of
revenue iii connection with the 'Federal Aid
Roads Act. Those amounts are not in the
Estimates this year. That is the only in-
formation I gave to the House. The member
for South Fremantle spoke after I did, and
this is what he said in connection with main
roads.

There are two items at the top of page 81
of the Estimantes, one for £211,000 and the
other for £-12,000 shown as the expenditure
for last year. There we have a total of
£E53,000 expended last year and no itenm this
year.

I had already explained it to thle House,
and re-explained it when introducing the
Estimates. My predecessor did not say any-
thing about "my Estimates." He simply left
it there. I. said], "You know thle reason for
that." Thle -member for South Fremantle
said, "Yes, I am drawing- the attention of
the Minister for Lands to some statement he
made at Collie." Last year that is all that
was said in connection with main roads.
In 1929, the Minister for Works in intro-
ducing his Estimates, explained to the House
thle amount of money that had been ex-
pended in thle previous year, and this T
should have done. The Estimates wie
sprung upon nie and I had not the informa-
tion ready, though I have it now. This is
exactly the same way in which the Estimates
have been dealt with every year. I will now
give the House thle inforniation I should
have given when first introducing the* Esti-
miates.

Hfon. P. Collier: If you plead guiilty we
will let you off lightly.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: The
gross expenditure on works undertakent due-
ing the rtar aniounted to £E558,510, pro-
vided for fro-' the undermentioned. sources:
Federal n, Roads Fund, 'Mainl Roads,
£286,633, developmental roads £172,075,
Commonwealth-State grant, No. 3 £17 &-. 8d.,
Commonwealth grant for relief to uneni-

" ,-yed £9,662; State funds, main roads
grant, maintenance of main -roads, £55,216
11s. 9d., traffic fees account, maintenance of
metropolitan roads and bridges £8,650 8s.
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lid.: General Loan Fund, miscellaneous
works, £C2,157 7s. 11d.; Sale of Glovernment
Property Trust Account, £23,063; Works
and Sales Account £:119 18s. 7d. All this
expenditure is referred to in the annual
report of the Main Roads Board and ap-
pears every year. A copy of this report is
laid on the Table of the House every year,
and from it every member can see tho
amount of money afloented to each local
governing body, tlie amount of money ex-
pended on each road, the amount expended
each year, the amount still due, and the bal-
ance available. The Minister of the (lay in
all good faith made his statement regarding
the five-year plan. The reason why he did
not carry it out wats because of Something
over which lie had Rio control. On, the 214t
February, 1930, this State was behind in
the amount of money that had to be contri-
buted for the building of miain roads by
£113,000. We have never found any money
out of State funds since. Under the Federal
Aid Roads Agreement this State has contri-
bitted £722,210. This was contributed

up to the 21st February, 1930. From
loan funds the Sum" of £73,000
was contributed, making a total Of
£:795,210. If the programme had been

carried out in its entirety over the five years,

the State would have had to find another
£644,790. The money has not been avail-

able, and we have not been able to carry out

all the allocations to local governing bodies

that it was agreed to make. Ever since I
have been Minister for Works I have re-

ceived requests from various local governing
bodies. They have said, "You owe us money
for our alloeations." I have had consider-
able trouble in satisfying them that it was
iinposiiblc for the Government to dlnd the

money, because it was Riot available. The
Leader of the opposition said all the money

had to be appropriated by Parliament.I

have here the Main Roads Act, passed in
19Y0. Section 17 says-

The (commnissionler, so far as any moine~ys
legally available for the purpose permit
shall-

it then goes on to deal with surveys and in-
vestigations and so forth. Section 18 Says-

No contraet involving an expenditure by
the commissioner of an amount exceeding
£,1,000 shall be entered into without the writ-
ten consent of tIhe Minister being first ob-
tained.

The ex-1Minister for Works, frequently stated
that he had no control. The only thing he
had no control over was expendiure under
£1,000. It is not my experience tihat the
'Main Roads Board wish to take any wider
authority than this. Section 30 says, under
the hleading of Main Roads Trust Account-

There shall he paid every year to the
credit of an account to be estiablished at the
Treasury and to be called 'The Main Roads
Trust Account,'' the annual amount of the
fees and moneys following.

It then deals with the petrol tax, all moneys
payable to local governing bodies, all moneys
received by the State uinder the provisions of
the agreement set out in the Federal Aid
Roads Act, 1926, and any variations thereof,
and also all other moneys that may be re-
ceived by the State Government from the
Commonwealth for the purpose of the con-
struction, reconstruction, or the maintenance

lf mRain Iroad-- Tlli mioneyci anid directly'
ito the MainRoahds Trust Account, and

legally' tie (Comnmissioner mayriuse it. Par-a-
graphb (e) of Section 30 says-

All mnigeys nppropriated byv Parliament or
advanced by the Treasurer for the purposes
of this Act.

The reasonl why these matters have beet, dis-
cussed on previous Works Estimates is that
there has always been an item of £L'2,000 or
£C34,000, and nmembers have been, able t,.
speak upon the matter. I have even done so
mn:yself, arid have taken the opportunity to
cliticise the hoard for work that was being
done in my electorate. I have miot been able
to ascertain what anmounit of Rmoniey w-as

spent and on whiat roads it was spent, for
such questions have never been discussed by
Parliament.

Hon. A. 'Mc~rallam: They have been dis-
cussed by Parliament.

The 'MINISTER FOR WORKS: Not in
detail.

flOR. A. McCallum: We have discussed
them every year.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: There is
no record in any of the Mfinister's speeches
that it has ever been done.

Hon. A. _McCallumn: It iq in your speeches.
The MINISTER FOR WORKS: I have

said so. C asked for a plan of the ensuing
year's work, but that plan was never laid an
the Table.

Hon. A. McCallum: You never asked for
the ensuing year's work.
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The -MINISTER FOR WORKS:- I should'
have told members wyhat was done last year.
On the Loan Estimates we discussed the mat-
ter generally. I shonid like to be able to
put a plan before the House to show where
every road is, and] exactly how much is being
spent upon them. Once that expenditure
has been approved by the House it becomes
impossible to alter it. Frequently local au-
thorities have decided they did not Arant this
or that road but wanted another, and wa
have had to approach the Commonwealth
for leave to alter the programme. It has
been possible to make certain alterations ,1s
between State and Commonwealth M.inisters,
but such alterations could not have so readily
lbeen made if it had been a question of get-
ting- the consent of Parliament. Section :31.
says--

The amount of all fees and moneys paid
into the Main Roads Trust Aecout-(a)
Shall in the first place be chargeable with the
costs of collection as certified by the Min-
ister . . . . (b) Subject as aforesaid shall be
used and applied in such manner . . . on the
recommendation of the Coammissioner.

The matter has always been caried out in
this, way. I have indlicated what has been.
done in the past. In my opinion the posi-
tion of 'Minister for Works at the presPunt
time is more difficult than it has been in the
case of any prevtions Minister. It is impos-
sible from one week to the other to make a
plan because things change so rapidly in
these times. There is unemployment every-
wvhere and there are sustenance men every-
-where. I regard it as my duty to assist tisel
Treasurer in finding work for those men in
the country districts. Accordingly, T have
not always made a road where it was the
best policy to make one. Nowadays it i
not possible to do what one knows is right
in order to get work carried out as, cheaply
as possible, say by calling tenders. We are
faced with the difficulty of paying away in
sustenance hundreds of thousands of pounds.
which we do tnt possess. I have here a list
of 99 road boards showing that they have
on sustenance no less a number than 1,945
men.

Hon. P. Collier: Are those men, who are
working in the comntry, to get a chance as
well?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: I nm
trying to arrange that now. Many of those
men in the country are already working for
sustenance. In fact, many men in the city

arc at present working for what the 'y receive
by way of sustenance. But it is my hope
that these in, instead of making footpaths,
may be provided out of the Federal Aid
Roads Grant with an extra £C1 per week so
that permanent work ay be carried out. It
will he miuclh better for them if they receive
the extra £1 per -week. Notwithstanding cer-
tain meetings which have been held, I am
convinced that 75 per cent, of the unem-
ployed are only too anxious to get off sus-
tenance and Lari their own living instead of
being paid out of the pockets of other people
for doing nothing, The present position is
one that in the past could never have been
iiagined. At all events, it is one which I
11Lyseif could never have thought possible.
Day by' day' and wreek by week we have to
chatnge our ideas.

Mr. Raphael: You will have to change td
socialismi yet.

The MNI\TSTER FOR WORKS: I agree
that in somne districts the Governmnent bare
done work which in ordinary times would
not have been done. But the Govermasant's
guliding principle is to make the money
available carry unemployed mien on as long
as possible. I did not think it would be
necessary for inc to deal with this scee
IatL the present juticture. I bare been abked
how similar funds w~ill be spent next year,
though of course we do not ytko o
much money we shall receive then. Payment
is only' to be made as petrol is sold and the
tax collected. We have been informed that
we shall receive;£20,000 per mionth. Whether
that amount will increase at the end of the
year can only he determined when the total
tax of 21/2d. per gallon has been collected.
Of the amount of £300,000, it is suggested
that £E43,000 should be spent in the metro-
politan area, £C66,000 in the Eunbury-
Bridgetown district, £17,000 in the Northamn
district, £E44,000 in the Narrogin-Albany dis-
flirt, £22,000 in the Gerald ton district, and
£6,000 in the Kalgoorlie district, while
£50,000 wvill be absorbed in salaries and coin-
mitments.

Mr. Coverley : What about tie NL orth-
West?'1

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: I cannot
assure the Chamber that it will he possible
to carry out this programme.

Hon. P. Collier: Are the figures you hav0
given based on a total of £300,0007

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: Yes, in-
eluding the amount secured through traffic,
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fees. Mlaintenance of all other roads iii the
State is also included. At present things iii
the Public Works Department are awkward
for both myself and the officers. Lu ordinary
conditions the officers know what money will
be available from year to year, and do thd
work onl full time. Thus things run smoothly.
-But now everythintg is changed. Front day
to day we do not know whether we call keep
the work going. The Premier is not in the
Chamber, but I maky mention that fromi a
discussion I had with hiint in his office I
understand that thle funds are provided by
the Loani Council, and that the total amount
of Joan mioney available -for the year is
£C1,200,000. So far, however, approval has
been given only up to the end of Decem-
ber. After that date the renmaining
£600,000 has to be allteatel. The funds
are supplied only on condition that they are
utilised in relief works. I agree with the
Leader of the Opposition that they are
also used for the purpose of relieving rev-
enue. Unless sontething like this is done,
it will he absolutely impossible for the State
to carry on. We have been told that our
deficit will be financed tip to a Pertain
amount, but revenue is not being received.
To hear some lion. mtembers speak, one
wotuld think that the tietropolitan area was
WeTstern Australia; tout I have stated that
I have here a list of country road boards
with 1,945 men onl sustenatee. I hope that
those meti will he lput onl work and enabled
to earn a little moreI money. t ag-ree with
much that has been said here, especially
about the tragic position of men not oti sii8-
tcnanee being unable to get work. It brealks
one's heart to think of such a thing. Still,
the Government cannot find money to keevp
unemployed meii oii sustenance doing. no-
thing, and also find money for other mnen
to do wvork. The two things arc conjoint.
The member for Hannans (Eon. S. W
Munsie) spoke of .30 months-' relief work.
Surely it is a poor look-oat for Western
Auistralia if we are to have relief work ex-
tending over 30 months. 'My hope is that
such work will last far less than 30 months,
aind perhaps even less than 30 weeks. I
hope that even before the latter period ex-
pires, mnen on relief will he in work,.

Mr. Raphael: On 34 bob a week!
The 'MINISTER FOR- WORKS: I do

not know about that, but if the han, mem-
ber applied to nie for- work at 34s. a wreek
I certainly would not employ hint To be

serious, however, when I spoke of employ-
nIeait being found for 10,000 men, I C .i
pressedl something that is a hope. The
s.'hittc approved by the Premier for tily
department is to absorb 6,000 mien. Of thel
twn onl sustenance, two-thirds aire ittarried
2nd one-third are single, wvhich on a basis
of 6,000 means 4,000 mnarried meii and 2,000
single men. I agree that it is not pleasant
to ask a single titan to work two day-, per
week for 25s. 83d., but it is much better Lot
kmi than to walk about the streets of the
city onl Is. a week doing nothing. 'If Ni'
0oes work in return f or the money lie re-
ecix-es, hie has his self-respect afterwards.
I. repeat, I amn convinced that 75 per cent-
of the mnen out of work are willing to accept
employment of this kind, because they real-
isi that there is none better offering. I nrsa
just as sorry as any, other mnember that

ncsiyplaces the Governmnt in this posi-
tion. We cannot do any better. We inust
take the itien off sustenance so that we
wny can v on, and this is thle onlly wa.y we
ecil (d0 it. AIthbough I agree that ouir pro-
blem is our own, yet the question of finance-

isnot only Western Australia's probleni,
bu[t thle Problem of Australia. We are bound
up with aill thle other Australian StateR,
anid any inottey w-e get comes, not from our
own State, but from the decisions of the
F',oan Council and the decisions of the blinks
if they can find thme money.

Haon. M. F. Troy: Does thle m1otley comne
from the Federal Government, or froni the
Loan Council

The IMINISTER FOR WORKS: T do
not know.

Hion. P. Collier: ]t comes from the Com-
inonxvealth Bank. The Federal Govern-
mient have to approach the bank.

The 2LINTSTFIR FOR WYORKS: I do,
not wish to speak abouit the Federal 'For-
ernment 01. any, other Government.

Hon. M. F. Troy: Y-ou blame the Federal
Government when yoit do not get the money.

1The MINISTER FOR WORKS:No
Sturely thle hon. member cani leave out thai.
arpect.

Honl. 31. F. Troy: You revile the Federal
Governmnent whenever von can.

The 'MINISTER FOR WVORKS: I do,
not think T should he askced to reply here
to' snie istatements made to fellow-farmerq-,
lint anything that I said to fellow-farmers,
fwouild he prepared to siy here. With a
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great deal of what hon. members opposite
have stated I agree. The thrifty mail who
has saved his money has to spend it b~iore
hie gets a job. That is a pitiable position,
bilt what canl the Government do? H.i-e
'we are, paying away £600,000 a year in
sustenance. We cannot pay it if we have
not got it. We cannot continue to pay it
and also fulfil our oblig-ations to the Pr'e-
miers' Conference. The money has to lie
provided out of loan in order to relieve
revenue. The Premier has asked mue to do
that, and I have tried. I am sorry that
tiouhie has arisen as to the picking-up of
men, but uip to date wve have obtained all
the men we require, and I honestly' believe
wve shall continue to get them in future.
The opposition to this plan, and for that
matter to any' plan, comes from a small hut
noisy section, who are stopping honest inon
froml doing work which they want to do.
1 consider it to be the duty of all public
men to disregard that small, loud-voiced see-
tion who never have worked and never will
mwork.

Ron. M1 F. Troy: They are fellows yet'
are husbaunding- in Blackbov.

The INISTER FOR WNORKS: And
then when I nut up at scheme that wvill take
such men out of Black-bo 'y, we find it 01p-
posed. I believe the scheme has taken them
away from Blaekboy and will continue to do
so ini thle future.

Item, Director of Works and Buildings,
half salary recouped by Public Works De-
partnment toi Main Roads Department, £E750;

Hon. A. McCALLUM: 1 do0 not wish to
misrepresent an 'ything that the 'Minister has
saidl, except to draw attention to the eon-
tradictor 'v nature of his statements. He
said that there never had beeni a road pro-
mrannite submitted in this House, and then
lie pointed to thle iliap onl the wall disclosing
the five year.,' progranimce.

The Minister for Works: Yes, it was hung
tip for our information.

Hon. A. MeCALLTUh: How can the A1n-
ister reconcile those two statements? Bound
maps were placed on the Table of the House
annually showing every road separately, so
that members could ascertain every detail
regaurding roads dealt with in each year's
programme. The Minister said that no item
had appeared on the Estimates dealing with
road construction. I have a copy of the

Estimates for 1928-29 and Item 185 discloses
that the Vote for 1927-28 was £36,000, the
expenditure for that year £18,900, and the
estimated expenditure for 1928-29, £38,000.
being an increase of £C19,000. Yet the Mini-
ister could say that there never had beenL
al, item before thle Committee for considera-
tion!

The Minister for Works: I read out the
item myvself.

Hon. A. l2k(ALLUM: Yet the Mtinister
sa id never ba,1 there been such anl item be-
fore menmbers.

The Minister for Works: I did riot.

Hon. A. \[eCALLUM: And then thle Mfit-
ister read out the item. [ conftess I cauinot
understa ad his attitude. It is true that thle
Miniister was canrdid enough to adinit, when
lie introduced his Estimates hast night, that
lie did not unden~ttaud them. N ow 1 think
we canl addl to that by telling hint lie doces
not understanrd hiis owl' speech. One nionment
hie said one tling , and thlen' lie wont on, to
jprodiee the evidence to contradijet his own
statemnrt. We have reached a pretty pass
when Mlinisters of State-two of theml in'
I wo evenings-ha 'e to con fess to Parliament
that they do not understand what the Corn-
m~ittee were being asked to agree to. That is
a pretty' state of affairs for the. Govern-
ment to drift into! Who is govern-
ing the country? Are these the Ministers
who are running the State! They can ask
parliament to vote money, and yet they do
trot understand wvhat it is they are asking!
To-night we are told by one Minister that
lie does not understand his Estimates, and
last night another Minister had to make te
same frank admiission.

The M1inister for Lands: You are gener-
all v fair, hut von are not fail-i now.

lon. A. MeCALLUM: 1 not taking the
'Miniasters' own statement.

The Minister for Lands: I said last ni,rht
that I did not understand the figures that
wvere referred to, because I knew there was
a mistaike. I told the member for Hannans
about it.

Hon. A. McCALL UM: A mistake made!
The statement made by the member for
Hannans amounted to more than a mistake.
It was an absolute contradiction.

The Minister for Lands: It was a mistake.
Hon. A. MeCALLUM: -What statement

that I have made does the Minister for
Works say wns unfair? lDoes he say T was
unfair3
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The Minister for Works: Yes, regarding
the statement I made.

Hon. A. McCAiLI'M: The Minister said
there had been no item placed before Parlia-
ment, and then he quoted the item.

The Mlinister for Works: I did not say
it.

lion. A. AfeCALLUM: The Minister dis-
proved his own statement and now denies
that lie said it. He denies himself from
sentence to sentence. What notice can we
take of 'Ministers when they adopt
that attitude ? What notice can the
country take of them, seein g that this sort
of thing'. is'goingl on?~ Here we have respon-
sible Mfinisters asking Parliament to vote
money, and thley say they do not understand
what it is all about. The Works Department
formerly spent millions of pounds, but the
Vote this year is not so big. Despite that
fact, the Minister candidly admits that lie
does not understand what lie is asking Par-
liament to vote.

The Mfinister for Works: I did not say
anything of the kind.

Hon. A. McCALLL'M: You said that last
night, and "Hansard" will prove it.

The M1inister for Works: Then get "Han-
sard'' and prove it.

lion. A. MeCALLUM: Why deny what
you said in your opening iremarks?

The Minister for Works: You did not bear
whlat I said; you were too busy with your
conversationi.

Hon. A. MeCALLUM: I heard every word
the Minister uttered, and I knowv the corn-
ment that went along this beach at the time.
Yet the Mlinister can now deny having made
the statement! Each year I made a long ex-
planation of the work carried out by the
Mfain Roads Hoard. f gave the chainage
undertaken.

The Mfinister for Works: On the Esti-
niates?~

Hon. A. -MeCALjLUM: Yes. At what
other stage could I have given the other in-
formation ?

The Minister for Works: I will get your
speech and read it.

Eon. A. McCALLt'M: And that ap-
plied not only for one year. I gave
the chainage figures, particulars re-
garding the iniaadarnising carried out,
the length of road treated with bin-
men and other details. Those figures
were given annually, either on the Estimates

for the Public Works Department or on the
Loan Estimates.

The M]inister for Works: Then produce
your evidence to that effect.

Hon. A. MeCALLUM: Had it not beeii
that the point was raised last night, £e250,000
woutd have gone through without a word of
explanation from the Minister.

The Mfinister for Works: I said nothing
last year.

Hon. A. MeCALLUMI: By interjection
the Mfinister said he did not know where the
mioney was provided and did not know any-
thing- about it. Here wias a quarter
million pounds from public funds passing
through without a word of explanation from
the MXinister in charge of the department!
fs that the wvay this department is governed?
Is that the way Parliament is to be treated
in dealing wvith public funds? The Minister
for Works said that the five years' road pro-
grammne had not been lived up to. He gave
one explanation of why it was not so, but it
can he taken as granted that Western Aus-
tralia wvent further towards the completion
of its mapped-out programme than any
other State. That was admitted at confer-
ences in the Eastern States, and the Minister
Can1 verify that by a perusal of the minutes
of those conferences.

The Minister for Works: I did not deny
it.

Hon. A. McCALTJUM: It was not because
money was not available. The Mfain Roads
Board had the money to spend, and they
wvere not hampered to any degree apart from
the decision of the Federal authorities to
change over from day labour to contract eon-
ditions, That, practically speaking, delayed
the programme for 12 months. The then
Treasurer found all the money that was re-
quired by the board. The Minister told the
Committee that the authority for the expen-
diture of money under this heading was to
be found in the Mlain Roads Act. Not one
member of this Committee wvill agree that
the authority given 4n that Act denies mem-
bers themselves of the right to discuss the
expenditure in this House, or their right to
have informnation respecting all details of
work done by the Main Roads Board. If the
Minister conteuds that, merely because a see-
lion in the amended Act is almost verbatim
with the section in the original Art, which
prescribes that the expenditure of the funds
must lbe on the advice of the Main Roads
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Board, thus indicating that the Mlinister of
his own initiative cannot authorise expendi-
ture, but requires to have the endorsement
of the Main Roads Board, Parliament is to
be denied the right to discuss the matter,
then his contention is outrageous. We diet
not suggest that we should have the pro-
granime of work submitted to us showing& all
the details that had to be decided. 'We
wanted to know what the report of the
Maiin Roads Board contained, and what had
been done.

The -Minister for Works: The report is
onl the Table of the House.

Hon. A. 'McCALLTJMl: Tt was placed
there to-day after our protest had been en-
tered.

The M1inister for Works: You dlid not
Put the reports, on the Table.

lion. A. MceCALLTJM: The Minister can-
not charge the Labour Government with not
hanving given the fullest information to the
Committee. I chiallenge him to deny that.

The Minister for Works: I will do so
directly.

Hon. A. MeCALLULK: I do not know
what the Minister has. in his possession, but
T know that either on the General Estimates,
or on the Loaii Estimiates, the ftilcst if or,
ination. was given to members. The MAinister
himself, ap; a priv~ate member, took advant-
age of the infonnation supplied to himi and
discussed it.

Tf le Mlinister for Works: On Estimates
snr-h as we are dealing with now?

H1on. A. 'McCALLTJM: The lion. member
cannot hoodwink the Committee now by say-
ing that it was not so. Every lion. mnember
knows that it was so. I wvent further andi
eave each member anl outline of the work
to be done. in his particular electorate by the
Mlain Roads Board.

The M1inister for Works: That was the
-work to be done over the five-year period.

Hon. A. MleCALLUAI: Yes. The whole
thing: was quite open.

The Minister for Works: That was in
1926, and that wvas all the information we
had.

Hon. A. "MeCALLUIN: Ini this instance,
the money would have been passed with-
oat a word of explanation from the M1inis-
ter, who confessed that lie did not under-
stnnd the position. So far as I can learni,
thle Minister says that this money should
not he spent in the metropolitan area. I

have y et to learn that he has spent a single
penniy out of this 'fund on work in the
Kim berleys or the North -West since he hasi
been in oflice.

The Minister for Works: That is not
fair.

lion. A. MeCA1LLUM: I have not lookedI
it lip.

The Minister for Works: Then look UL
tie an111ual1 report.

Hon, A. Me-CALIAM: We did a lot of
work in the out-back districts, and spent

hr ;umof mionev in the iibro n

oIther, parts or. the North-West, inl order to
a Ssil the people.

Mr. MIarshnll: Yes, where there wvere no
n~ilwoys.

Hon. A. MaTC ALIA-M: We constructed
roads and bridges. We put a bridge across

neanrlyv every river inl tile North-West, and
helped by thle construction of roads as
well, Thus, we rendered it easy for motor
tialhli to penietrate where it had not been
possible before. 'By means of motor trae-
tCon, wC redulced jo~tirneys by bullock drays.
and camels that occupied 28 dlays, down to
two days. What has been done for that
part of the State by the present Govern-
mlent. We heardI the Minister say that lie
6oes; not know what iniey he is likely to
have at his dispo-sal. He does know that lie
will get "2 /'d. per gallon from thle sale of
pietronl and that he is to be apprised how
the sales, of petrol. have proceeded througV -

out thle country, He can ascertain the
amiount of money he w-ill have available for
road construction so that there is not nmc
in his arginment tinder that heading.

The Minister for Lands: We get our1 p en-
portion of the 2 d2(. per gallon of petrol
on tile specified basis.

Hlon. A. MHeCALLVM:l That is so.
The Minister for Lands: It is on an area

bansis, as well as onl a population basis.
HIoii. A. MeN~CALLUMA: Yes, and that

mneans, that, niext to New Sou1thl Wales, West-
ern Australia will receive the mnost. I did
not mean thait we would get the whole of
the 2X d. per gallon. I wish that were the
position. We are to get our share of that
mioney onl the stipulated basis. I do not
wrish to go into the scheme for the unem-
ployed in any detail, but T do want to say
the men themselves are not free agents in
choosing this work. There is the e20n0TPic

4T57



[ASSEMBLY.]

force that is driving thenm. They esanot
starve, nor can they see their families starve.
So they are not free to choose or decline
the work; they are absolutely compelled by
the circumstances. When it comes k. nmar-
ried men shifting into the country, there
arIe two phases of the situation wvlich they
must consider. The first is that if they
shift out of their home.- in the metropolis
arid go into the country, they will find it
%try dillilclt to get into houses in +he ntetro-
politan area when they return, The Minio-
ter must k-now that to-day the landlords
are not admitting tenants into their houses
unlless the tenant-, eon assure them that they
ore in work. No sustenance mnan is allo-wed
it) get a house. Proposed tenants have to
sign an undertaking that they will not pro-
reed under the law gix-ingi themi protection;
they have to contract themselves ont of
that protection.

Mr. H, W. M1ann: And they have to pro-
dluce their previous rent bookis.

Hon, A. MCCALLLM: That is so. But
the married men, having gone to the coun-
try, when they' return to the city they will
find it almost impossible to get homes, for
themselves and their families. I have here
a letter f rom a man, a professional man, a
skilled engineer, who previously was earn-
ing £600 per annum, hut who, becoming un-
employed, went to the country to get work.
This letter shows that his family are now
living in a garage in the city. When the
men working under this scheme in the coun-
try come back to the city, they will 4ti11
have to live iii tents. ';9 we shall be creat-
ing a community of tent dwellers, not onl ,y
iii the country hut in the city also.
And if a manl does not take
his. family away to the country
-with him, while he. the husband
and father, is in the country, what protec-
tion -will his wife anid family in their city
home have against eviction? Tt is only be-
cause of certain circumstances- that there aire
not now a great many amore evictions than
there are; anid with the father away, and the
mother and children left here unprotected,
it is odds on that before a week or two have
passed with no rent paid, the mother and
her family will hr out on the streets. Anid
the juan himself, while he ic. away, will have
to scrape and stint himself in order to allow
thme homue in the city to be maintained for his
wife and family. So there are those two
.ontimigencies which each mnan will have to

consider. We can imagine the mental
anxiety, as wvell as the physical strawn, that
will be onl those men working under that
scheme. I am glad the Minister aditt that
the figure 10,000, blazonmed in the Press, is
just a figure that he hoped for. It. is like
a good many other figures; that have been
g-iven out since the tioverrmient. took office.

The M1inister for Works: Well, we most
all1 hope.

Hlon. A. -MeCALLIU-1: It is like the Pre-
miier% cry of "Work for all!" See how that
bonst has been realised! Anid so excellent
has been the result of the Prenlier's attemipts
to provide work for all that, with Mxr.
Chanidler, lie is now applying himself to the
task of finding work for boys.

The CHAIRMAN : Order!I The bon.
member is getting back to a general discus-
Sion.

Honi. A. McCALLL'M: No. This itemi
deals with. the salary of the man in charge
of the work.

The Minister for Lands: But not in charge
of the boys.

Ron. P. Collier: Yes, he is in charge of
boys, too.

Hon. A. -MeCALLUM: Tis estimate of
10,000 is umerely something the 'Minister
hoped for. Look at other proposals that
have been put up. There were to have been
1,500 men picked up iii a week for certain
drainage works, but when the Minister got
down to facts it was found that fewer than
800 were required. And job after job has%
piroved the samne. As the 'Minister said Inst
now, we all have the right to hope, anid I
suppose that is practically all that the corn-
munity will have to live onl while this Gov-
emtient lasts, for the policy of the Govern-
inent is ]lope, and hope alone. When we
mnet the 'Minister in his room, I understood
from him that he was not going to extend
this scheme to men already employed in the
Goverimment service. When, ais a member
of that deputation, I first put the question
to him, lie said he was going to extend it as
far as possible, but later in the discussion
lie said it would not be extended to those
already employed. However, that hias now
been done, amid it has been extended to men
who have been in thme Government service
for many years.

The Minister for Works: What scheme?.
Ron. A. MeCALLUAT: This sc~heme of re-

ducing.
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The Mfinister for Works: No, that wvas the
scheme for sustenance. We are not putting
them on sustenance if they are working.

Honl. A. MeCALLLJM: Consider a con-
crete ease. A body of men were taken from
York and put onl the goldfields water scheme,
being paid at the rate of £2 18s. 6d. as a
mnaxinum, while those with no children or
only one child were paid £2 Os. 6d. There
were, I think, 21 men in the gang. But they
have all been redueed in their pay. Those
who were to have got £2 18s. 6d. have been
reduced to £2 Is., while those wvho should
have been paid £2 Os. 6d. have been i-educed
to £1 14s. Yet some of those men have their
families here, and consequently homes to
maintain. How is it possible for them to
do it? Of course it is not possible; we all
know that. However, I do not wish to go
any further into the details of that scheme
to-night. As to the general position of the
unemployed, no one can deny that it is be-
coming worse every week. Mfore menl are
being thrown out of employment, and the
number will continue to grow, so long as
this policy of estrieting the purcha sig
power of the people is continued. The one
little ray of hope I call see is that there has
been a change of policy in certain high
places% that previously denounced cay
such change, Great Britain going off the
gold standard, and our own banik in-
creasing the note issue. Prev-iously'v,
when that expedient was suggested, it w-as
decried as ilation w-ith ruination to fol-
low. Yet 6,000,000 additional notes have
bc-ca is-wed during the last six weeks ard
the deszetionl of the goldI standard by Great
Britain immediately revived industry and,
incidentally, helped us. So it seenms now thatl
people are likely to listen to reason and not
stick to their old prejudices and Orthodox
methods. That is thle only indication I can
see of any improvement. However, my chief
object in rising was to point out the incon-
sistencies; in the Minister's speech. Now,
at long last, he has brought down the report
of the Main Roads Department. We shoult!
have had it much earlier with the fullest
particulars, so that members might have
been apprised of the details when this itmni
was reached.

Mr. RAPHAEL: I agree that the view-
point of the people ive represent should be
given in this House. It is that the M1inister
is not giving the unemployed a living wage.
nor an opportunity to maintain themselves

in decent conditions. The Mlinister is assist-
ing the Treasurer to save money by giving
the unemployed only £1 per week with
wvhichi to recuperate themselves when'they

g1o to live in the country.
The Minister for Works: It is better than

ntiing, is it not?
Mr. RAPHAEL: No, for some of them

will lose by going into the eountry. A
manl performing arduous work needs moral
nourishment than the Thanl who is walking
eround the street doing nothing. It wvill
co'st those men 2234 per cent. more to live
in the country than it would to live in the
city, and the Minister proposes to give them
£:1 per week, to meet the extra chtarge,.
There are several reasons behind the scheme,
one being to overcome the difficulty th
landlords have to cotenud with in buyinag
unemployed tenants, to get the men out into
the country in the intereOh of the city land-

I-ads.
'The Minister for Lands: That contention

ay be all right in Victoria Park, but it
will not go down here.

Mr. RAPHAEL: Because some here do
not want to hear the truth. The Master
Bakers' Association has been passinig pious
resolution., this week.

The CHAIRMAN: Order! We are dis-
cussin Item No. 2, aind the holl. memiber
cannot be allowed to proceed as hie is going,.

Mir. R3APHAEL: 1 am dealing with the
applicationl Of the scheme and its effect onl
th~e unemployed who are to he picked up
under the scheme and taken away from
their homes, while their wives and families
are to be left unprotected in the city, so
that the landlords can deal with them.

Aft. Parker: Who is going to occupy the
houses when those people are evicted?

Mr. RAPHAEL: The landlords would
sooner see their houses empty than have
them occupied by unemployed tcnants. If
a manl accepts work in the country it will
cost him 2 2s. a week to live there, and that
will leave 12s. a week for his wife for food
and clothing.

The 31inister for Works: They get only
7s.aq week sustenance at present.

Mr. RAPHAEL: But as soon a., a mil
gts work, many liabilities will arise. The

Th ndlord will want his rent and the City
Council will want their rates. While a manl
w onl sustenanee, such claims are not made.
Sa me of the unemployed have to sell por-
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tbon of their rationti and starve tlieisel'-e,
in order to satisfy the landlords. Now thle
Government Avant to go a step further And
get those people Out of their homnes.

The ('ITAIRMAN: I remind the lion.
member that thie Director of Works is noV
responsible Cor tile sehetie. The bon. ieni-
her nimst tspeak to thle item.

Mr. RAkPHAL: T lie, Minister said it -was,
his dlitv to relieve thle Trea'qirer of the
need for- waying the dole.

TIhe ('HA! RMAN: Thle item under dis-
eussion has; nothing to do with the 'Minister4
The lion. mieniber must resume his seat tin-
less he deals with the item.

Mr. LIAP]TAEL: The Minister, in ex-
plaining the scheme originally, maid that
arbitration Awards wonuld he observed, but
hip is breaking his word before the scheme
is put into Operation.

The CHIAIRMNAN: The lion, member i.,
still dealing with the 'Minister.

Mr, A'TAL The scheme wvill 1)e con-
trolled hr tine Director of Works , And if T
deal with the scheme, I do not think I shall
be transgressing the rules of debate.

The CHAIRMAN: That is for me to
dleride. The hon. member had his oppor-
tiunity on thle general debate. He mas~t now
eouliic his remarks to tile item.

Mr. RAPHAEL: Everyone else has had
anl opportunity to deal with the matter.

The CHTAIRM3AN: I allowed thle niem-
her for South Freinantle to reply to certain
statements inade ib' the 'Minister. That was
onlly just and fair.

Mr'. RAPHAEL: T am prepared to deal
with the 'Minister later on.

Mrr. 'MARSHIALL: I wish to ask~ a ques-
tion regarding "gldfields water supply,
£11,999."1

The CHAIRMAN: That is only a dedne-
tioti.

Mr. M1ARSHALL: It appears on the Eis-
tinnates and the amonunt isq £1,684 in exces4
of the expenditure last year.

The CHIAIRMAN: That is not antici-
pated expenditure.

'Mr. MALI SHALL: floes the item involve
expenditure for reticulation for Wiluna?'

The CHAIRMAN: I cannot allow the
lion, mieiiiler to discus, it under that head-
ing.

Mr. 11ARSHALL: If I aim prevented.
from speaiking on it, freedom of speech in
this Chamber will bie very' limited.

The 'Minister for Railways: That is a re-
flection on the Chair.

Mr. MA-RSHALL: I want to know onl
what the mtoney is to bie expended.

Thle CHIAIRMAN: The hion. mnember
might ask hik, que~.tiou under the item "En-
gineer for Water Supply, £725." If the
Miikter ebooses to answer the question, I
s;hall not prevent hiun.

The MiNXISTER, FOR WORKS: Under
the Estimates of the Goldfields Water Sup-
ply' undertaking there is an item, mainly
salaries, 11f9,"as, per transfer from Pub-
lic Works Dlepartmnent Estimates." The
item shows- a decrease of £E1,684. That has
nothing to (10 with the Wiluna water sup-
ply.

Item, Salaries geacrall;-, £20,302:

Hon. P. COLLIER: Is it a fact that one
of the offieiu whose salary is provided un-
dei this item is also in receipt of An allow-
amice of £100 a ycnr for servic-es as a mein-
her of! the Iuneniloynnelit Board ? T under-
stand that is so.

Tine MINItSTER FOR WORKS: I am
not aware of the fact, hut I understand there
wams sonic Alteration in that officer's salary-.
At the I'e-(rganisation of thle Works Depart-
muent lie suffered a reduction of status and
a enusiderabjle i'eduetioii of salary. Wheni
thle Pu,1blic Ser-ii'e Commissionier mnade this
re-classification, lie reinstated part of the
salary. The! offlier ii. s;till something like
£,200 below what lie originlly received. His.
salary was reduicd £400 a year because of
the lower status.

Hion. It. F, Trov: Wino is the officer?
Tion. P. COLLI ER: The explanation is

not satisfactory. If the officer suffered a
reduction beicause of the re-organisation and
because he was reduced to a lower statusi,
his expserience has been nio worse than that
of soores of other officers. Even if the re-
duction was £400, he is a classified officer.

Thle M1inister for Work's: le was re-clas-
sified.

lion. P. COLLIER: le wasi re-classified
at a salIary wvhicn thle Public Service Com-
mnis.sioner considered adequate to the office
hle hr him.

The Minister for Lands: I amn advised
that lie don's niot get the £100 a year.

lion. 1'. C'OLLIERI: Was, he not gettitig
it jpeiidiiig tine re-'lmassitcntioln
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The Minister for Works: No, he was re-
duced and was put up again by the Public
Service Commissioner.

Hon. P. COLLIER: He was reduced con-
siderably when the department was re-or-
ganised. Until the Public Service Commis-
sioner had an opportunity to re-classify
him, it would appear that some of the salary
he lost was made up to him by an allowance
of £100 for services on the Unemployment
Board. Probably the Minister for Railways
knows whether the officer received that al-
lowance.

The Minister for Railways: He received
no allowance from my department.

Hon. P. COLLIER: I am informed that
he received an allowance at the rate of £C100
a year merely because he was a member of
the Unemployment Board. Is that a fact?

The Minister for Railways: I am not aware
of it.

Honr. P. COLLIER: If it is a fact, it was
favouritisi to a particular officer. It would
seem that hie wats appointed to the board
so that an allowance could be granted him
in excess of the salary lie was entitled to
draw.

The Minister for Railways: I will make
inquiries and advise you when I present my13
Estimates.

Her. P. COLLIER: If, in these timies of
financial stress, the Government deemi it ad-
visable to appoint a board of Government
officers to assist in handling the problems
associated with unemployment, those officers
carry out their duties in office hours for
which they are paid. If we make an allow-
vnce to them, where is it going to end?
I amu assured that this otficer is receiving an
allowance. This is only another way, and
an unfair wvay, of increasing the salary of at
particular officer. There arc men as capable
as this one who have been retired altogether.

Hon. '.U. F. TROT: Surel 'y the Minister
for Works knows what is happening in his
department in respect to this officer.

The Minister for Works: The Unemploy-
mnent Board hag nothing to do with my de-
partinent.

Hon. 'M. F. TROY: But the officer is em-
ployed in the Works Department, and the
Minister in charge should know the facts
concerning him. Officers do receive special
remuneration for work that is done in their
ordinary time. This particular officer is an
engineer, and apparently he is receiving ex-
tra pay for the work he is doing in Govern-

mient hours. Another officer received £200
for doing some special work in Government
time, whereas the member for Nedlands, then
a private individual, took nothing for his
services.

The Minister for Railways: Would. it not
be fairer to allow me to make a statement
on my Estimates?

Hon. M1. F. TROY: I am discussing the
principle.

The Minister for Railways: The reclas-
sification shows that this officer is receiving
his maximum salary.

Elon. M. F. TROY: I will not say any-
thing more on the subject.

Mr. SLEEMAN: Why should not all these
officers who are working part time in various
departments be shown as doing so on these
Estimates? Here is a Public Works officer
wvho is apparently doing work on the Unem-
ployment Board.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: I have
no item showing the expenditure of £100 for
extra salary to an officer attached to the
Unemployment Department.

Hon. W. D. Johnson: If he is getting it,
it should be shown on the Estimates.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: If be
is not paid by my department, it wvill not be
shown on my estimates.

Hon. W. D. Johnson: If he is receiving
money from another department, that should
be indicated.

The 'MINISTER FOR WORKS: The ex-
penditure on salaries last year was £28,000,
and the expenditure for the current year
wvill he £20,000, a difference of £8,000.

V'ote put and passed.

V ote, Labour. £4,ORO-agreed to.

This concluded the Estimates of the Min-
ister for Public Works and Labour.

Department of Chief Secretary
C. F. Baxter, Minister).

(Hon,

Hon. C. G. Latham, Minister for Lands,
in charge of the Estimates.

Vote, Chief Secretary, £12,169:

THE MINISTER FOR LANDS (Hon.
C. G. Lathamn-Yorkc) [9.7]: 1 do not pro-
pose to discuss these Estimates at great
length. They cover a variety of subjects
dealing with social activities that are con-
trolled by the Chief Secretary. Members
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w~ill be mlore interested in the items than in
a general discussion, and I shiall. be pleased
to afford them any informnation they may
desire upon any particular vote.

HON. M. r. TROY (M1t. M1agnet)
[9.8]: The M1inister for Lands ought to
afford -some explanation of these -Estimates.
I wish to express my regret at the resi-iia-
tioti of the es-Chief Secretary, the member
for Nedlands. I am not with him in politiec,
but I desire to express mny regret that a
manj of such outstanding qualifications; and
intelligence should not flow be in the present
Ministry. If we are goiiw to have a Mim-
istry, even one with which ire disagree. let
us have the best mcii available in it. It is
a g-reat pity we are deprived of the services
of one of thie best mnenmbers of the Govern-
ment. Tf the ex-Chief Secretary had been
in his position to-night, we should have had
an explanation of these Estimates. Th.3
uitter banikruptcy of the Government is
shown by' the fact that the MINinister for
Lauds does not know a word about these
Estimates. He introduced them in the course
of two seconds, anti finished with them.

The Mlinister for Lands: Very seldom is
any word said about them.

Hon, 'M. F. TROY: This department
deals with fisheries, aboriiginies, gaols, biar-
bouts, lights and jetties, etc.

The Minister for Lands: T will give you
all the information as we come to the votes.

Rion. M.%. F. TROY: The Minister should
have given us information concerning the
development of the State as it has occurred
under the administration of this department.

Thme Minister for Lands: There is no ob-
jection to meinbei s having a general discus-
sin on these Estimates.

The CHAI RMAN: T -should like to re-
mind members; that any general discussion
on the Estimates as a whole must take place
now, and that there can be no general dis-
cussion onl each seprate vote.

THE MINISTER FOR LAND~S (Hon.
C. (G. Lathamn- -York) [9.101 : I have here
detailed information affecting each depart-
ment under the Chief Secretary. If any
qulestion~ is raised about aborigines", I an)
prepared to answer it. 'The Chief Secretary
generally occupies, a position in another
place. There are eight or- nine diferent
votes onl thes-e Estimates. I am quite readly
to go through them all if inemibers deszire.

H1on. 31. F. Tray: Is there not something
to be said for the progres made lby the
department?

The 'MI\iSTER FOR LANDS: The total
estimiated expenditure otf the department is
£159,018, aind COntji)ared with the expenditure
for the flreviotN; year, there is a decrease of
£26,t3l. This decrease is largely due to re-
duction of salaries, the public service reclam-
Mifications, the ]Financial Emergency Act,
und the rig-id exercise of economies in ex-
penditure by the department.

Hon1. P. Collier: This is one of the least
eeonoinicall;-run deprmients of State. The
percentage of reduction is; only 22, whereas
that of the Works, Department is 75.

The IITNTSTER FOR LANDS : There
was a distinction there. The only sub-
department showing an increase is the
aborig-ines. That is due to the fact that the
falling-off of national income has deprived
even the aborigines of anl opportunity' to
earn a living. The increase is £C648. T iam
mure mecmbers do not desire to he wearied
with all these details If they wish to ask
any questions, I shall he only too glad to
grive them answers.

MR. J. 1, MANN IBeverley) I[91 2]: I
would draw the attention of time Minister to
the question of n~atives; being admitted to
hospitals. Tme case I wi6sh to deal with is
that of a native womatn at Qnairading.
About 120 natives there, are receivng
rations. Apparently there is no law by'
which native., must iiu.,nit to mnedical ex-
anination. Thlis unfortunate native woman
wais int an advancedl stafge of cancer. The
doctor aditted that she bad to be treated
somiewhere, and instructions cvlnie from the
lTekslth Dlepatment and the Secretary to the
Aborigines Thprtmuent that she was to be
adniitted to the Quairading Hiospital. That
hospital contained only' four wards, and is
both a general ain maternity hospital. It
is, -wrong for the authorities to he able to
force the admission into a hospital of a
diseased native who iN, in 9ni Udviaiied stagei
of cancer, from whomn emanates a repulsive
smell, and whose hodi' is. covered with ver-
flmu. Steps should be taken to ensuire that
natives who arc diseas-ed or sick tire aecorn-
umodatedt in somue qwv'ial way. v There are
nuinerous natives in thev district, and they
acquire various ,hi'V-tuS,. SurlyO the natives
cannmot lhe allowed to rot andi die in the bush;
they are entitled to sonme coniidera-
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tion. I trust the Minister will make an
announcement that wherever there are large
congr~egations of natives, the Government
will arrange hospital accommodation for
them. A compound might be established, or
a native settlement, or other special accom-
modation. The result of the admission of
the native woman into the grounds of the
Quairading hospital, where there was only
one nurse available and eventually another
female attendant had to he specially ob-
tained, is that not a single maternity case
goes into the institution. The settlers are
indignant about the position, and declare
that they will not allow their wives to go
into the hospital. Dr. Atkinson informs me
that cancer is neither contagious nor infec-
tious, but the general public will take a lot
of convincing on that point. Hospitals have
been informed that they must admit natives
or else lose the Government subsidies. Some
of them will defy the Government and refuse
to take in natives. Such a case as I have
described shoud not be allowed to recur.
Certainly the native woman in question
ought aot to be allowed to die in the bush
,like a dog.

MR. BROWN (Pingelly) [9.18]: 1 under-

stand that the Chief Inspector of Fisheries
is also Inspector of Game. An opossum
season has not been opened for two years.,
with the result that these animals have in-
creased rapidly throughout the country dis-
tricts. The Government royalty on opos-
sum skins is Is. 6Id .each. I have it on
excellent authority that fair, average quality
skins are saleable in Western Australia at
25s. per dozen, which amount, deducting the
royalty of l8s. per dozen, leaves a return of
7s. Per dozen. It stands to reason that
no one will go out catching opossums for
the sake of the few shillings remaining alter
the payment of royalty. I suggest that the
royalty be reduced to 9s. per dozen, leaving
about 16s, per dozen for the work of catch-
ing. Then unemployed men would go into
the country districts to catch opossums. I
do not know whether the Government, in re-
fraining from declaring opossum seasons
open, were actuated by the fear of extinc-
tion of the animals. I do not think there is
the least danger of that. Though it has been
stated that the Government believe opossum
skins to be unsaleable, there is a ready sale
for them here. Recently I saw a catalogue,
dated April of this year, which showed skins

(12]

selling as high as 6s. 3dl. each, and in odd
cases up to 8s., the latter being skins which
had been held for some time. I suggest that
the Government declare an opossum season
open.

The Minister for Lands: The trouble is
that there is no sale for the skins.

Mr. BROWN: Opossum trapping would
be better than receiving 10s. a week. If the
season were opened, sustenance payments
would be reduced. I believe the Chief In-
spector agrees wtili me that there is a mar-
ket for skins, and that the season should he
declared open.

The Minister for Lands: There is only
a very limited market.

Mr. BROWYT: According to information
I have received, the market is unlimited.

The Minister for Lands: That is wrong
information.

Mr. BROWN: Anyone can see what the
catalogue shows, that skins previously with-
drawn are now being offered for sale.

The Minister for Lands: The Government
have not yet sold their last lot of skinls.
That is the regrettable feature.

Mr. BROWN: It is strange news to me.
I suggest that the Minister get in touch
with ibe Chief Inspector, who I understand
has information that there is a re-ady sale
for opossum skins. I did not get my infor-
mation on that point from the Chief Inspec-
tor, hut from a man who knows more about
the sale of opossum skins than any other
man in Australia. All an unemployed man
need do is to get some snares and put them
on sticks, to catch as many as a dozen opos-
sums in a night. Many Years ago, when
work was scarce in New South Wales, men
were glad to trap opossum and sell the,
skins for 3s. per dozen. A. trade in opossum
skins would bring a good deal of money into
Western Australia, especially in view of the
rate of exchange.

MR. OOVLRLEY: (Kimberley) [9.23]:
Like an earlier speaker, I greatly regret
that the er-Chief Secretary found it neces-
sary to retire from the Government. 1 re-
gret it for several reasons. The holding of
the portfolio of Chief Secretary by the
member for Nedlands (Hon. N. Keenan)
was the first occasion, in my experience,
when this Chamber had the honour of hous-
ing a Minister whose department controls
many activities associated with the North-
West. The Chief Secretary is also Minister
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for Education, and administers the Aborig-
ines Act, the State Shipping Service, and
the Harbour and Light Department. All
those departments deal with conveniences
highly important to the North-West. Any
representations regarding them which -were
made in this House reached the Chief Sec-
retary only at second hand, he being a mema-
her of another Chamber. I repeat, there-
fore, that I greatly regret the member for
Medlands found it necessary to resign the
Chief Secretaryship. Again, the es-Chief
Secretary was the one member of the Mlin-
istry who had some sympathy for the -North-
West. That fact was made evident by the
speeches of Ministers who have already in-
troduced their Estimates. Over half of
them spoke at length, and only one of them
thought fit even to mention the North-West.
That reference was to the transfer of the
Cossack lazarette, with the consequent sav-
ing in money.

The Minister for Lands: That is not quite
right. I also said that the patients would
receive better treatment.

Mr. COVERLEY: The Minister for
Lands was the only member of the Cabinet
who had the decency even to mention the
North-West, and certainly I do not blame
him for his introduction of the Chief Secre-
tary's Estimates, seeing that they are not
the baby of the 'Minister for Lands. The
Minister for Lands is merely performing a
function for a 'Minister in another place. I
should like an explanation of the increase
of £648 in the Aborigines Vote. I have ex-
pressed here, on more than one occasion, my
opinion of the Aborigines, Department, the
whole box and dice, and what I thought
should be done with them I shall not go
over that ground again. A reduction in the
staff seems to be simply foolish. The travel-
ling- inspector, Mr. Mitehell, the only person
who did travel over the North-West and in-
spect the natives to see that at least they were
getting decent food and clothing, is the officer
whose services have been dispensed with on
the plea of economy. The department save
his salary of about £C450 a year, and in
spite of that show an increase of £648. That
is not fair to the aborigines, whom the de-
partment is supposed to protect. To me it
is astounding that on the score of economy
the Government dismiss a man of Mr. Mit-
chell's calibre and at the same time bring
down Estimates showing an increase greater

than the amounat of that officer's salary.
Mr. Mitchell was the only person who did
the job for which the Aborigines Depart-
ment is supposed to exist, If that kind of
thing is allowed to go on, it is hardly worth
while to pass any Vote whatever for the
aborigines. I repeat, the remarks- one makes
here reach the Chief Secretary only at
second hand. I have had the experience that
things I have said here and matters which
I have tried to illuminate in this Chamber
reached the Chief Secretary in such, a formn
as suited the departmental officer concerned.
In one instance, as a consequence, some-
thing entirely wrong was done, and when
I challenged the Minister on it he replied,
"You said so and so in the Chamber." In
fact, I bad said nothing of the kind. My
statements had been misconstrued by tht
departmental officer concerned. Another
item related to the Aborigines Department is
tanning, but I am afraid that comes under
Moola Bulla cattle station. As regards the
Harbour and Light Department, we have
a number of harbours extending from
Geraldton northwards, and all of them are
in a bad state of repair. Year after
year, they get the usual general mainte-n-
ance, and the rolling stock is in a deplorable
state, particularly at Derby. I hope the
Minister will give us some information ye-
gardinz the Government's intention with
reference to the rolling stock controlled by
the Harbour and Lights Department.

[Mr. X7. R. Smnith took the Chair.]

THE MMhSTER FOE LANIDS (Hon.
C. G. Lath am-York-in reply) 9.1:The
member for Beverley dealt with hospital
accommodation for aborigines. The position
regarding the aborigines is the same as that
relating to others. Where hospital accom-
modation is necessary, we provide it in one
way or another.

Hon. M. F. Troy. If the accommodation
is available.

The IILSTEE FOR LANDS: Yes. Tn
fact, we are bound by law to do so for the
aborigines. It is part of the Constitution;
and I am niot sure that it is wrong.

Mr. Coverley: And the Chief Protector of
Aborigines, when the matter is mentioned to
him, will point out that he has no power
under the Adt.

Mr. J. I. Mann: And that is just what he
told me.
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The MINISTER FOR LANDS: I know
very well the case to which the bon. member
referred. When we found that the woman was
suffering from the disease, the matron took
her and cleansed and dressed her wounds.
When the people objected to the 'woman
being in the hospital, we provided a tent and
extra money so that she could be attended to
properly. I have sine discussed the matter
with the matron and she admitted that there
was more noise made about the incident than
was warranted. We have arranged to erect
a small building of two rooms as a hospital
for the aborigines who may need attention.
As to the suggestion that we should erect a
hospital on the aborigines' reserve, it is quite
impossible to find the money for that pur-
pose, So long as I am in charge of the
Medical Department, I amn not going to allow
anyone to be prevented from having medical
or hospital accommodation, if it is at all
possible to avoid it. As to the mem-
ber for Pingelly, I wish his forecast were
correct. I regret that I have to informn him
that we have still a carry-over of opossum
skins from last season.

Mr. Brown: Where are they; in this
State?

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: Yes. The
hon. member must know that we experience
great diieulty in securing markets for any
of our products. The financial difficulty is
not restricted to Western Australia. Coun-
tries overseas as well have had their national
income diminished. Just as we have a
carry-over of opossum skins, so we have an,
accumulation of pearlshell on hand. These
lines cannot be regarded as necessaries, but
more as luxuries. As soon as we can find
a decent market for those goods, we shall
ava ourselves of it. In the meantime, to
send out people to trap opossums would en-
tail the waste of so much money.

Mr. Brown: You could investigate my
contentions to see if they are correct.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: Of
course, but my information is that we al-
ready have a carry-over, and that it would
be extremely difficult to effect sales. Surely,
in the circumstances, it is better to have the
opossums running wild in the hush than to
send out men to kill them and store their
skins until some future time when they can
be marketed.

Mr. Angelo: You would first have to sell
the skins you have on hand.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: Yes,
when a market was available.

Mr. Brown: You would have to reduce the
royalty.

The MINI[STER FOR LANDS : The
royalty has already been paid on the skins I
refer to. The position is just the same
with sandalwood. It is a useless policy to
adopt to send mnen out to destroy ani gather
that for which there is no market. The
nmember for Kitberley referred to the in-
crease in the Estimateg for the AboriginUes
Department. My information is that the in-
creaked expenditure is m.9inly on accc it of
[-lankets and clothing, £1,116, store pyovi-
siE'Ds, _000, aind, it' addition, there are the
arrears that have to bc made up to the
native missions. Provision is made in
the Estimates this year under that heading.
Regarding the retirement of Inspector
Mitchell, we are sorry to lose the services of
such a valuable officer. I was not in charge
of the department when it was decided that
some retrenchment would have to be effected;
and that officer was selected as the one to go.
If we could secure the means necessary to
enable us to keep the officers fully employed,
we might he able to save money in the long
run, but I do not think we could possibbly
find the money immediately to enable us to
carry on along those fines. Regarding the
hon. member's references to the Harbour
and Lights Department, the expenditure for
last year amounted to £21,174, and the esti-
mated expenditure for this year is £18,655,
showing a decrease of £E2,619. The de-
creases provided for mainly apply to salaries
and wages and do not affect the cost of ser-
vices; to any great extent. That fact is dis-
closed in the Estimates themselves.

Ron. W. D. Johnson: What percentage
is taken from the rolling stock?

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: It will
he seen that there is a decrease of £205
under the heading of Contingencies, a de-
crease of £954 on account of wharfingers,
jetty and tramway wages, and a decrease of
£61 in connection with jetty and tramway
working expenses. It will be noted, therefore,
that the money provided is but slightly
different from last year's provision.

Hon. W. D3. Johnson: The trouble is that
the rolling stock won't roll.

The *MINISTER FOR LANDS: It will
be seen that the decreases apply mainly to
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wages and salaries, and not so much to ser-
vices.

Vote put and passed.

rote-Aborigiues, f.22,941-agreed to.

rote--Fisheries, 92,629:
Mr. ANGELO: AslIwas in theChair, I

was unable to participate in the general dis-
cussion on the Vote for the Chief Secretary's
Department, but I shall not take up much
time in dealing with the Fisheries Vote. A
splendid effort is being made in Western
Australia, and, in fact, throughout Australia,
to encourage the use of local products. We
have along our coastline in Western Aus-
trais, such a wealth of fish as will enable us
to supply, not only our own requiremients
and those of Australia, but to participate
in the export trade as well. At the same
time, little is being done.

Hion. P. Collier: flow is that shark busi-
ness getting on at Carnarvon I

Mr. ANGELO: I will deal with that husi-
ness. Australia imports nearly £2,000,000
worth of fish that is fresh, salted, smoked or
tinned. The importations for this State last
year represented over £100,000. Moat of
the fish we imported could be provided lo-
cally, particularly the smoked and canned
fish. It could be done if we could but get
the right people to undertake the work. The
Leader of the Opposition mentioned the
shark-fishing industry. I confess we thought
we had the makings of a fine industry in that
respect. The man who was in charge of it
was a scientist who thoroughly understood
his job. Unfortunately, the company dinee-
toms at Home appointed him general man-
ager as well. It is well known that,' as aa
rule, a scientist is not a good business man.
The expenditure incurred here was extremely
heavy, far too heavy, in fact. In addition
to that, when the general manager returned
to London, he found that the expenditure
at the London office was ridiculous. There
were eight or nine directors each drawing
£1,000 a year.

Hon. P. Collier: Then the sharks were
really in the Old Country.

Mr. ANGELO: They did not wait until
any were exported from here. One result
of the undertaking, however, was that it was
proved to the satisfaction of Dr- Enright
the scientist to whom I have referred, that

there was in the shark-fishing industry a
most payable proposition, if properly run.
Take- one item alone-shark flesh. I have
seen the account sales, and these show that
at the outset he received £12 a ton for the
product. Improvements were made in the
drying methods and the price of the flesh
rose to £16, and later to £C22. He was told
that if the flesh were dehydrated, instead of
being sun dried, the Chinese would pay as
much as £35 a ton for it. As there are sharks
to he caught in millions along the coast, it
will be realised what a 'wonderful profit can
be made from the industry if such prices cn
be obtained. Quite apart from shark fish-
ing, members can appreciate the quantity of
edible fish that could be taken from the
waters along the 2,000 miles of coatsline ex-
tending from Geraldton to Cape London-
4derry in the North. So far, little has been
done. Apart from other varieties of fish,
there are the turtle, dugong, and other valu-
able marine products that can be turned into
profit.

Hon. P. Collier: In view of that position,
it is regrettable that the price of fish down
here is so extortionate.

Mr. ANGELO: I agree.
Hon. P. Collier: Fish should be quite

cheap, having regard to the vest quantities
available along our coast.

Mn. ANGELO: I can assure the Leader
of the Opposition that in Shark Bay, fisher-
men were paid from 1 d. to 3'/2d. for the
best fish delivered at the factory.

Hon. P. Collier: What has gone wrong
'with the British fishermen? The trade is in
the hands of foreigners now.

Mr. ANGIELO: T am coming to that
phase. Some little time ago we had the
pleasure of a visit of three South African
members of Parliament. One of them was
well acquainted with those who were carry-
ing out wonderful work in connection with
fish preservation in South Africa. A large
quantity of South African fish, both frozen
and smoked, has found a market in Australia
at prices that enable them to compete with
Scotch fillet.

Hon. P. Collier: And our sea teems with
fish!

The Minister for Lands: The trouble is
that companies have been so unsuccessful.

Mr. ANGELO: I asked those visitors to
get in touch with the people in South
Africa. They wrote to me, and I replied
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telling them of the possibilities here for a
company such as theirs, which had both
money and esperienec. Writing back to me
they said they were sorry, but they had just
invested all their acc-umulated profits, some
X100U00, in a whaling expedition to the
South Seas. Those people wade their money
from vecry Small beginnings, and there is
the same opportunity here for any company
with capital and experience of the industry.
We are said to have failed in the putting
uip ot. somec of our fish. One o2 the chief
requirements is uniformity of product.
Ag-ain, to deal with canned fish a full-time
chemist is required. The Government, of
course, could not take on such an enterprise
themselves, hut at least they could help.
Regarding many industries in the State,
illustrated pamphlets are broadcast all over
the world showing the possibilities of those
industries, I suggest to the Government
that the Chief Inspector of Fisheries should
be asked to have a pamphlet prepared show-
ing attractive photographs of the fishing
possibilities and giving all information.
Such a pamphlet, distributed -where it -would
do most good, would serve to attract the
notice of those who could enter into the
industry in a proper way.

lion. A. McCallum: Is Zane Grey coming
out this year1

Mr. ANGELO: The last information I
had was that he would be here this month
or next mronth. However, he is coming out
for pleasure, not for business, although I
hope that when he, does come he will write
up the possibilities of the fishing industry
in Western Australia end so induce the
proper people to put their money into it.
If a number of copies of such a pamphlet
as I suggest were sent to Mr. Angwin he
would make good use of them in Scotland,
where expeienced men are to be found.

Hfon. P. Collier: But you cannot get
Scotsmen to leave Scotland.

Mr. ANGELO: They will go wherever
money is to be made. Some time ago in Syd-
ney I found a company very much inter-
ested in this business. They wanted infor-
mation about our Northi-West, and were
anxious to he supplied with pamphlets such
as I propose. I told them all I knew, but
the trouble is there is nothing authentic,
with the Government stamp on it, that can
be supplied to those people. We have now
overtaken the local market with our butter,

and almost with our bacon, but still we are
importing fish when we have enough along
our coast to feed, not only ourselves, but
Aso0 the teemaing millions of people in
China. They have exhausted the fish supply
on their own coast and are willing to pay
for all they want. We certainly should
inake some effort to build up a lucrative
fishing industry in this State.

Mr, COVERLEY: While I do not pro-
pose to contend writh the hon. member in
the telling of *fish stories, I desire to sup-
port his remarks as to the opportunity there
is for establishing a profitable fishing in-
duistry in Shark Bay and Gascoyne. But
my chief object in rising is to draw the
Minister's attention to the bird-catching in-
dustry in K~imberley. rp there quite a
number of people make a living snaring
various pretty birds. Recently permission
was granted to a man from South Austra-
lia to catch 12,000 birds, I do not know
that the department should -restrict such
permits to any particular person, but I am
sure the Chief Inspector of Fisheries would
not grant such a permit to any person un-
less he was convinced that that person would
snare and transport these birds with the
greatest care.

lion. P. Collier: Are they going over-
Seas ?

Mr. COVERLEY: I do not know.
The Minister for Lands: The Common-

-wealth restrict the export of birds.
Mr. COVERLEY: The person engaged

in snaring those birds under that permit
is transporting them by motor truck via
Alice Springs to Adelaide. If there is sf-
ficient trade to warrant that person's en-
terprise, the Minister should try to restrict
those permits to Western. Australians. We
are losing a large amount of revenue in
consequence of those birds not being shipped
through Fremantle. I do not wish to pen-
alise any person by making him pay freight
around the Australian coast hut what f
am concerned about is that quite a number
of Western Australians in Kimberley have
depended on this enterprise for part of their
.annual earnings. Since Ministers and d--
partmental officers do all that is possible
to preserve various industries in the south-
ern districts for Western Australians wh,,
follow those occupations, I think the same
policy ought to he followed in Kimberley,
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where so many Western Australians depend
on bird catching for part of their earnings.

Mr. SLEEMAN: There is one way in
which the Minister could practice economy
L- this department. There is an inspector,
a very valuable officer, in charge of the fish-
eries launch. On many occasions this offier
is called away from port as the result of
some mishap along the coast. He may be
away for 24 hours at a stretch searchinz for
missing people, and not infrequently he re-
turns, to find that those people were dis,-
covered shortly after he left port. Conse-
qncntlv many valuable hours of his time
have been lost. Rut with a small expendi-
tnre of from £15 to £20 a wireless installa-
lion could he put into the launch so that
whenever necessary the boat could be re-
called.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: I am
pleased that the member for Gascoyne has
given the North-West the advertisement to
which it is entitled in respect of its fishing.
We have had a few attempts at establishing
the fishing industry in this State and I do
hope that whatever company next makes a
start it will start with -sufficient capital.
Undoubtedly there is a fine market for fish
in this State, bat people who embark in the
industry with only a small amount of money
and who shortly afterwards expect the Gov-
ernment to furnish them with financial as-
sistance, are of no use to us. Our fishing
is largely in the hands of Southern Euro-
peans, whereas our own people ought to-
be able to conduct it.

Hon. P. Collier: Fish have became an ab-
solute luxury.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS:- Along the
North-West coast the sea teems with edible
fish. There are two small companies at
Geraldton canning crayfish, and I must say
a sample of their product which I received
from Roan's was very palatable and should
commend itself to consumers.

Mr. Angelo: It is beautiful stuff, but is.
6id. a tin is too dear.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: If you
buy the stuff imported froma Japan it is dear,
and certainly it is preferable to buy our own
local product. It is a great delicacy and I
know people who havec paid 2&- for a tin
only equal in size to that put up at Ger-
aldton, which is sold at Is. 6id. Some Ioca!
people are curing and &imoking sehnapper
and mullet, for which there is a good mar-

ket. I will have the matter brought uinder
the notice of the -Minister, together with the
suggestion of the member for Gascoyne for
advertising our North-West possibilities.
The Fisheries Department seem to be blamed
for everything. One member used to blame
it for the kangaroo menace; now the member
for Kimberley is blaming it for the traffic
in birds, I do not think- a license is required
for taking birds.

Mr. Coverley: Yes, it is.
Hon. P. Collier: I think the matter of

exporting them is controlled by the Coin-
monwealt&i

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: Yes.
The officer who has assisted rue with the
Estimates- knows nothing- about licenses for
catching, lirds.

M1r. Coverley: Every person catching
birds must have a license issued by the Fish-
cries Department. If the man at present
catching them can provide a motor truck
and buy petrol for it, he can afford to shfip
them down here.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: I will
ask the Chief Secretary to institute in-
quiries.

Hon. W. D. Johnson: The Estimates are
woefully incomplete.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: Bird
licenses are probably covered by Game Act
licenses. The matter of the wireless set for
the fisheries launch will also be brought
under the notice of the Minister. In Inspec-
tor Brown and those associated with him we
have a very capable staff. If we could re-
lieve him of the ansiety he must suffer from
time to time in the work he is; called upon
to perform, we should do so. A wireless set
for the launch would have to be proctected
from damnage by salt water. I had one trip
in the boat, andl I know what it is capable
of doing. If a wireless sat can be installed
at reasonable cost, I think the matter should
be considered.

Vote put and passed.

rote, Registry and Friendly Societies,
£9,993:

Item, Registrar General, Government Sta-
tistician, Registrar of Friendly Societies and
Government Actuary, £1,080:

Mr. SLEEMVAN: An increase of £180 is
shown for this officer whereas everybody else
iq being reduced. Why should a 0900 man
go up £150?
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Hon. W. D. JOHNSON: The letter "(a)"
appears alongside this item, and theme is no
corresponding note to refer to. This has
occurred previously in these Estimates. In
some instances the figures are wrong. The
Estimates have been badly prepared.

The Minister for Lands: We have bad to
cut down expenditure.

Hon. W. D. JOHNSON: Evidently the
Estimates have been compiled by some
amateur. They were obviously not read over
by a competent officer. It is not fair that
Parliament should have a slipshod lot of
Estimates thrown at it as these have been.
Evidently it is thought that any old thing
will do for Parliament. There is evidence
of carelessness that should not be tolerated
and I protest against it.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: A sum
of £300 was previously paid to this officer
for insurance work and it is now added to
his salary.

Mr. Sleeman: The Deputy Registrar-
General is shown as receiving an increase of
Z86.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: That is
his assistant and the same explanation ap-
plies. Those officers have been subjected to
reduction by reclassification and also by the
Financial Emergency Act.

Item, Temporary Clerical Assistance, £360:

Mr. SLEEMAN: I understand there is a
move on foot to abolish the district registrar
at Fremantle, and if an appointment is made
I take it payment will be made under this
item. The present registrar has held the
position for many years, and members of
the family held it before him. He receives
no salary he is paid on a common basis
and pays the rent of his office. He is an old
and valuable servant. I understand the office
is to be abolished and a permanent official is
to be located at the courthouse. Cannot the
Government obviate throwing this man on
the scrap heap?

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: The de-
partment hnow nothing of such an alteration
being contemplated, but I will bring the
matter under the notice of the Chief Sec-
retary.

Hon. A. MeCALLtJM: I should like to
add a word on behalf of the Fremantle regis-
trar. The office has been in the family ever
since the earliest days. The registrar re-
ceives no salary but works on commission.

For many years the business was done in
the home, but now the registrar pays for an
office in the town hail buildings. I under-
stand it is intended to move the business to
the police court. That building is out of
the beaten track, and people object to doing
such business at the courthouse.

Hon. P. Collier: Does he perform mar-
riages I

Hon. A. MeCALLL'M: Yes.
Hon. P. Collier: Some people may think

they are being taken to the lock-up if they
have to go to the police court.

Hon. A. McCALLEJM: The least the Gov-
frnment can do is to wait until a change is
essential.

The Minister for Lands: I will take the
matter up with the Chief Secretary.

Vote put and passed.

Vote-Gaols, P28,824:

Mr. SLEEMAN: It seems to me the Gauls
Department at Frenmantle is undernanned.
There has been an agitation to the effect
that the warders are too few in number to
carry out their duties.

The Minister for Mines: There may soon
be enough comrades there to take over the
establishment. When they get in they will
want to run the whole place.

Mr. SLEEMAN: While economies were
being effected some time ago, am officer was
engaged in patrolling a certain part of the
wall. He was "pegging the clock" when a
German prisoner got over the wall in another
part of it. At the inquiry that was held I
believe it was established that the warder
was not attending to his duties and he was
dismissed. Since then the prisoner has been
recaptured, and I believe it has been discov-
ered that the warder was actually engaged
in one of his duties when be was "pegging
the clock" in another part of the wall. In
fairness to the ex-officer something should
be done.

The Minister for Lands: He was a very
slick prisoner.

Air. SLEEMAN: Owing to the economies
in the department there were not enough
warders engaged at the time. This ex-
warder should not be penalised because of
what occurred, as he was only discharging
one of his duties.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS : There
is no hope of increasing expenditure in the
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department, although I understand the gaol
is not overmenned.

Ron. A. MeCallumn: It is overpopulated
just now.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: Yes.
Mr. Sleenian: There is one prisoner you

can release.
The 'MINISTER FOR LANDS: I do not

know the facts of the ease referred to, but I
cannot help thinking that the prisoner must
bare been a very slick person, or the clock
is awkwardly placed.

Vote put and passed.

Vote-Harbour and Light, £62,150-agreed
to.

Vote-Jetties and Tramsways, £18,555:

Mr. MARSHALL: The estimated expendi-
ture this year is £C9,400 and last year it was
£9,396 in connection with jetties and tram-
ways. Is any of this money absorbed in
wages at the Beadon Point Jetty?

The MINISTER FOR LANDS:. The
whole of this money is expended on wages
and saaries. Nothing is provided for main-
tenance.

Mr. MARSHALL: A sum of £1,000 is
set down for working expenses and con-
tingencies. Would anything come under
that heading for wages at Beadon P1oint
Jetty?

The MINSTER FOR LANDS: This is
the usual Vote, but it has been decreased by
£6G1. The money is provided in case of
emergencies.

Vote put and passed.

rote-hsnaey and Inebriates, £682,850-
agreed to.

Vote-Observatory, £1,457:-

Hon. M. F. TROT: I should like to know
how the negotiations for the transfer of the
Observatory to the Commonwealth are pro-
ceeding.

Hon. P. Collier: They were concluded in
our time.

The Minister for Lands: The difficulty was
in connection with the land.

Ron. M. F. TROY: We could not give the
Commonwealth nil the area they required.
The Observatory has been very useful and
has performed good service to the country.
Its services are becoming more valuable as

the years go by. The facilities for getting
weather reports are constantly improving.

The M1inister for Lands:- You are now
speaking of the Federal officer. This is a
national, and not a State work.

Hon. M1. F. TROY: I appreciate the
work the Observatory is doing.

Mr.% ANGELO: We pay a good deal for
the museum, the zoo, and other similar in-
stitutions on the grounds that they are a
means of educating our people. The Ob-
servatory comes within the same category.
Nearly every night two or three parties
visit the Observatory and are greatly assisted
by the officers there,

Hon. P. Collier: Counting the stars.
Mr. ANGELO: These officers are always

ready to assist parties. This is part and
parcel of the work of educating the people.
Astronomy is a subject in which we should
all be interested. The officers are never
found wanting in readiness to impart know-
ledge to persons anxious to learn somiething-
about astronomyv. I would recommend
members of this Chamber who have not
already visited the institution to do so. They
will come away with considerable knowledge
that they did not possess before, and prob-
ably will spend many a happy evening in
consequence. At one time I considered that
the Observatory was a luxury and as such
ought to be done away with, hut now I
honestly believe that it has the character
of an educational institution and therefore
should be retained.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: The
negotiations for the transfer of the Obser-
vatory to the Commonwealth were broken
off when the present Leader of the Oppo-
sition was Premier, and quite rightly broken
off because the Federal authorities wantedl
the whole of the Observatory site. The
Leader of the Opposition was unwilling to
give away so valuable an area. Personally
I regard the -work of the Observatory as a
national work, which should be taken over
by the Commonwealth. The Meteorologist.
a Federal officer. has now been moved from
St. George's-tertrace into the Observatory
building.

Vote put and passed.

This concluded the Estimates of the Chief
Secretary's Department.

House adjourned at 10.25 p.m.
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